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“Results of the Scientific Methodological Research on the Scope of Child Abuse in Lithuania”

In 2000, the Scientific Research Studio Spinter carried out part of the scientific methodological research on the scope of child abuse. Parents and guardians bringing up children under 18 (1000 respondents) and representatives of the public from 18 to 60 years old (1000 respondents) were interviewed during this part of the research.

100 per cent of the respondents (women, respondents with a better background, married respondents) emphasised the relevance of the problem of child abuse. Children growing in streets and living in dysfunctional families are exposed to sexual abuse most frequently. Married respondents who have children themselves tend to rely on the ability of a traditional family to protect children from sexual abuse. 

In the opinion of the respondents, children from 8 to 16 years old are exposed to the greatest risk of experiencing sexual abuse. Older respondents shorten the period of the greatest risk exposure to 8-12 years. 

The prevailing opinion is that children of both sexes experience sexual abuse to an equal degree. Physical coercion is close to sexual abuse, however emotional abuse is also closely related to the latter. 

Places were children experience sexual abuse most frequently are public places. Various parties and the family comes next. Women and respondents with poorer education and those on a lower income bracket relate sexual abuse with the family, whereas men relate it with the environment. 

The following groups of people are considered as the most dangerous ones, since there is the greatest risk that they may abuse children sexually: persons released from imprisonment, mentally deranged people, drug addicts and alcoholics. Beside that, men consider members of various sects and homosexuals dangerous as well. This demonstrates that even educated people do not see the difference between homosexuality and paedophilia. 

Women and persons with a better background as well as those on a higher income bracket consider a “voluntary” sexual intercourse between an adult man and a juvenile female as sexual abuse, whereas people with poorer education do not regard such relations as abuse. 

Many respondents consider juvenile females’ sexual relations with adult men for remuneration as child abuse. Women have a stricter attitude in this respect. A “voluntary” sexual intercourse of a juvenile male with an adult man is considered as violence and sexual abuse of children. In any case, emphasis is placed on the physical and economic superiority of an adult person. The argumentation is that juveniles are not held responsible for their actions, whereas adults bear full responsibility for them. 

Interestingly enough, those willing to determine whether a juvenile was sexually abused or not traditionally rely on “additional circumstances” rather than on the very fact of sexual abuse. This most probably reflects tolerance of undesirable phenomena rather than the statement of the fact of sexual abuse. In other words, sexual abuse is tolerated or condemned subjectively taking into consideration the parties to the relations and the forms of their behaviour rather than the very fact of abuse. 

Lithuanian society tends to think that a weak system of moral values and the difficult economic situation are the factors of almost the same significance influencing the spread of sexual abuse of children. Almost half of the Lithuanian population strongly believe that stringent penalties for molesters are the best measures of combat against sexual abuse. Most respondents regard the death penalty as the most appropriate measure, and castration was chosen as the second most appropriate penalty for such crimes. 

The understanding of emotional abuse poses a separate problem. Contemporaries’ nicknaming and other mockery of a child is considered as emotional abuse, however most parents do not regard teachers’ shouting at a child as abuse. Parents’ shouting at a child is not considered abuse either. 

In summary, it may be assumed that traditional authorities determine people’s understanding of the fact of emotional abuse of children in a certain situation.

Many Lithuanian parents think that children should be taught and not beaten. 

In cases of sexual abuse of their children parents would most frequently call the police or ask for a consultation with a child psychologist. 

In parents’ opinion, the best measure of protecting a child from sexual abuse is creating a possibility to engage in the activities appealing to him. The prevailing attitude among parents is that of strict education. 
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