Trafficking and foreign prostitution in Norway

In February 2003 the Ministry of Local Government and Regional Development made a request for research projects related to trafficking in women in Norway. Fafo Institute for Applied International Studies (AIS) was chosen to implement a study titled “Prostitutes from East- and Central-Europe in Norway.” The research project will be initiated during the summer of 2003 and is scheduled to last for six months. The following is a short description of the project: 

In the last years we have seen an increasing number of foreign prostitutes in the Norwegian sex market. The increase has been highest with regard to women from Eastern Europe and Russia. In their research project, Fafo AIS will take a closer look at the mechanisms concerning the recruitment of foreign women to this market, and also study the living conditions of these women while in Norway and after they have returned to their country of origin. The aim of the study is to illuminate the experiences of women who work and have worked in the Norwegian prostitution market, experiences that may form a basis for appropriate measures in this field. Additionally, Fafo AIS will estimate the number of foreign women working as prostitutes in Oslo.
The study will mainly focus on women from Russia and the Baltic States. Interviews will be carried out both in Oslo and in countries of origin (Estonia, Lithuania and Russia).

Interviews will be conducted with different groups of actors. The main target groups are: 1) Girls/women from Russia and the Baltic States who are involved in prostitution in Oslo. 2) Women who have returned either to their country of origin or to a third country. 3) Key informants in Oslo and in countries of origin.

For the data collection Fafo AIS will apply various methods adopted from a group of methodologies often referred to as Rapid Appraisal Procedures (RAP), or Rapid Assessment (RA). RAP is a research method that uses different data collection strategies to achieve an understanding of a social situation in a given socio-cultural context. This includes anthropological methods such as informal interviews and conversations, participant observation, focus groups, life histories and case studies of persons or situations. An important part of this methodological approach consists of the women’s life histories. Through these histories one expects to gain information that may guide initiatives aimed at combating trafficking in human beings and contribute to the current understanding of trafficking in Norway. This focus allows for identification of concrete phases or points in time when significant choices have been made, and further gives an idea of which alternative actions the women themselves considered having at the time of making these critical decisions. Finally, this approach will give insight into what future prospects the women themselves consider having.

In order to estimate the number of foreign women engaging in prostitution in Oslo, a method of sampling named “capture-recapture” 
 will be applied. This technique makes it possible to estimate the size of populations one cannot make a sample frame of and, further, produce representative data on this population’s properties. Recently the method has been adjusted to ILO’s so-called rapid assessment (RA). 

The researchers working on this project have backgrounds from research- and developing projects associated to trafficking (Ukraine, the Balkans, and Southeast Asia), gender (Latvia, Serbia and Montenegro), and poverty and living conditions (the Baltic States, Russia and China). Two of the researchers speak Russian and Latvian respectively.

For further information please contact Lise Bjerkan at Fafo AIS: lib@fafo.no

� Robert Jensen & Meredith Pearson, “Rapid Assessment / Capture – Recapture. A Field Guide” (Cambridge 2002).





