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Unofficial translation

New children's secretariat strengthens initiatives to combat the sexual exploitation of children in the Baltic Sea Region
Today, representatives from the countries belonging to the Council of the Baltic Sea States (CBSS) decided that a children's secretariat will be established as part of the ordinary activities of the CBSS.
The prime task of this secretariat will be to work regionally with issues related to children at risk, and particularly sexually exploited children.
The hub of this cooperation is the IT network http://childcentre.baltinfo.org in which experts, decision-makers, NGOs and others working with children at risk are able to have access to information, to exchange experiences and plan joint activities.
Each country has a coordinator who is responsible for updating and coordinating national information. In Sweden it is the National Board of Health and Welfare which has this responsibility. 
"This is a unique joint project that has had an impact even in countries outside our region, inter alia, through financial support from the EU. The project will also be presented at the Second World Congress against the Commercial Exploitation of Children, due to take place in Japan in December. I am delighted that together we will be able to reinforce the work of helping and protecting children from sexual exploitation in this way," says Minister for Social Security, Ingela Thalén.
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