“CHILDREN ARE NOT FOR SALE” – polish raise awareness campaign 
First in Poland, pilot project on preventing child trafficking phenomenon 

Project named “Children are not for sale” started March this year/conducted by Nobody’s Children Foundation/ sponsored by British Embassy.

Basic aims:

· to raise awareness of professionals dealing with unaccompanied alien children such as border guards, police, social workers,  on child trafficking.

·  to develop basic tools of identification of potential child victims of trafficking among  the above mentioned  professionals’ groups.

According to international reports Poland is a transit country for minors trafficked from post Soviet Republics and some Asian countries but still we lack basic  data on the scope and characteristics of the phenomenon. There are however presumptions that Polish-Ukrainian border might be one of the main channels of illegal transferring children to Western Europe. There is also  a risk some alien children  are entering Poland with false "guardians".
The problem of child trafficking has been recently recognized on a governmental level in Poland. In 2004 there was established National Contact Point of Unaccompanied and Trafficked Children in the Baltic Sea States Region that operates within the competences of Ministry of Education. Also in 2004 there was a report on the situation of alien children and the risk of trafficking developed by Working Group of National Plan on Combating and Preventing the Trafficking in Human Beings operating within the Ministry of Internal Affairs. As a result of inter-ministerial consultations it was decided that  one of the National Plans’ goals to be realized in 2005 will be:  developing model of protecting child victim of trafficking, introducing to Polish law provisions penalizing specifically child trafficking  and working out standards of dealing with cases of child trafficking. 

Developing model procedures remains a vital issue as Poland  has not yet developed any system of identification of trafficked children. It is known that  unaccompanied alien children staying outside the  refugee procedure are at the greatest risk of trafficking meanwhile practices applied towards this group of children are incoherent and do not have the stability and effectiveness of well-founded procedures. These children receive very poor assistance  and are not examined for the risk of being trafficked. Many of them disappear from institutions (Children’s Crisis Centers) within a few days after arriving there. It is believed that some of them are possibly being recruited into prostitution rings and are being trafficked to Western European countries. 

On the other hand, professionals dealing with cases  of alien children (such as border guards officers, employees of Children’s Crisis Centers) report  lack of basic training on identification of trafficked children and specificity of work with them. Also  cooperation between Children’s Crisis Centers, Police and the Border Guard needs a lot of improvement as  is limited only to “transferring” the child so far. There are no mechanisms of interdisciplinary cooperation functioning between them. 

The long—distant goals of the project

· to diminish the risk of child trafficking in the territory of Poland 

· to develop identification procedures and  assistance system for trafficked children

The short-term goals of the project

· to raise awareness o child trafficking among professionals dealing with cases of alien children 
· to collect basic sample data on the scope of the inflow of alien children through Polish-Ukrainian border 
· to establish framework for interdisciplinary cooperation between respective bodies on cases of unaccompanied alien children with a special regard to identification of child trafficking 
The main recipients of the project

· border guard representatives 

· employees of Children’s Crisis Centers

· representatives of local authorities/social policy makers   

The project is conducted in the form of:

· training of professionals dealing with unaccompanied alien children

· Distribution posters and leaflets among these groups

· research of professionals attitudes on the child trafficking phenomenon 
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CHILDREN ARE NOT FOR SALE

According to international reports Poland is a transit country for child trafficking. Children are trafficked for prostitution, begging, illegal adoptions or criminal activity. 

REMEMBER

· A children crossing a state border alone or without his or her parents MAY BE A VICTIM OF CHILD TRAFFICKING

· A person claiming to be the child`s relative may actually be engaged in CHILD TRAFFICKING

· Trafficked children hardly ever disclose the offence for they do not realize that they HAVE BEEN OR ARE GOING TO BE SOLD.
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