„Victimization of child residents in Polish care institution” – the nationwide study conducted in 2005 by Nobody’s Children Foundation.
The research was conducted within the program “Bring the Childhood Back” Przyjaciółka Foundation, Oriflame for Children Foundation and World Childhood Foundation. 
The victimization – including sexual abuse – of institutionalized children has never been systematically studied or diagnosed in Poland. The main objectives of this research included (1) investigating forms of sexual abuse (and other victimizations) experienced by institutionalized children; and (2) exploring the children’s attitudes  related to the assessed  victimization experiences. 

Other important goals were (3) to evaluate the institutional staff’s knowledge about victimization experiences among the children under their care and (4) to assess the staff’s competence in diagnosing symptoms of sexual abuse and undertaking adequate intervention in such cases. 

There were two groups of respondents in the study: children (adolescents) residing in institutions (N=495, age 15-18) and staff in institutions (N=179).
The most important results/conclusions are:

· Institutional children perceive theft and abuse by peer as the most frequent forms of victimization. Three quarters of the adolescent respondent know peers who experience such events in the last year.

· Cases of child maltreatment by adults were relatively frequent. In the last year more then half of the institutionalized children experienced verbal abuse and humiliation, and nearly third were abused physically. In most cases the abuser was a family member. Corporal punishment is also used by the staff of the institutions.

· Nearly one third of the child respondents were physically abused by their peers and 20% experienced various forms of bullying.

· Approximately every tenth adolescent respondent experienced some form of sexual victimization in the last year.

· In the last year 8% of child respondents experienced rape or forced sexual intercourse, with 3% of the sample having more than one such experience. 
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