Child prostitution with foreign involvement in the North-Western region of Russia
Short summary of the project outcome.

Child prostitution in the north-western region of Russia was researched and studied by Sector of Deviant Behavior and Social Control at the Institute of Sociology at the Saint-Petersburg Branch of Russian Academy of Sciences in April – May 2000 with financial help of Informational office of Nordic Council of Ministry in St Petersburg. 
The problem of child prostitution with foreign involvement has recently drawn a wide attention of Western mass-media and public. This phenomenon is not officially recognized in Russia, neither is it studied and the tabloid press is the only one which tells about it.
The statistical data analysis of pre- and post revolutionary sex-related crime where minors were involved shows that after the October Revolution a growth of child prostitution has already taken place in the North-Western Region of Russia. In 1990-ies, as legal and medical statistics data shows a similar growth has also taken place.
The child prostitution study in the North-Western region was carried out in two small border towns in Leningrad Region and Republic of Karelia (Viborg and Sortavala) as well as at the administrative centers of said regions (St Petersburg and Petrozavodsk). 

In St Petersburg, from 1994 till 1999 STD toll was 80 to 87 with a peak at 1996, 137 cases. In Sortavala, with a population of about 30 000, the number of STD cases registered in 1998 and 1999 among the children was around 2 per annum. 
To obtain information the following sources were used: competent persons’ interviews (81 person), screening (65 children) and study (41 case). 

The results of the study has with no doubt shown an existence of child prostitution with foreign involvement in the North-Western region of Russia. But this phenomenon is hard to divide from the teenager prostitution. In this case it would be right to speak about a common phenomenon, the minors’ prostitution. 

Children of both gender are involved into prostitution. A part of them provides homosexual services for men and women. The children are drawn into prostitution beginning with the age of 9. Often they are better developed physically as their calendar age lets guess. Rarely they are underdeveloped. A half of them has mental development deviations. 

As persons, the children may be characterized with perverse interests, low self-esteem, mercantile behavior, low school results if they go to school generally. They are common to have various behavior disorders, runaways, alcohol and drug abuse, suicide attempts.
Their sexual life starts as average at the age of 11, often after being raped, also by adult family members or peers in age. The children themselves recognize very well the peculiarities of their sexual behavior and have positive attitude towards it. The grounds for the firm involvement of the children into providing the foreigners with sexual services are primary distinctive early professionalism and force from the business promoters.
The social risk family is characteristic for a child prostitute, though some children from economically well-doing families are also to meet. Those latter are in for prostitution being guided by false adventure mood. A lot of child prostitutes are so-called social orphans. Poverty, alcohol and drug addiction, hostile and conflict-full psychological atmosphere are to be found in their parental households.
The Russian citizen prevail of course among the child prostitute clients. The people from the ex-USSR are also to be found (mostly from the Southern Caucasus region and Middle Asia). Among the “western” citizen clients Finns are mostly prevailing along with Germans, Englishmen, Swedes and Norwegians. The geography of clientele broads widely in big cities (African and Arabic countries, Turkey, India, Iran, Japan, Canada and Australia).

The children contact their probable clientele mostly by their own, practically at every place where lots of foreigners are to be found, like transport facilities, service establishments, leisure and entertainment establishments. Often they start the contact with begging. 
The second frequent way of making a contact is the use of a middleman. Child’s parents, elder teenagers, adult prostitutes, service establishment employees, child education facility employees as well as drug dealers may serve as middlemen. Ordinary locals may be middlemen in small towns. There are also professional pimps existing. A part of them is united in a well organized network. 
The net includes illegal brothels existing under legal cover, dispatcher services, child-to-phone-order services. The pims are men and women, single and married. There are service and entertainment people, militiamen and persons from educational institutions, as well as professional criminals, homosexuals, pedophiles and drug addicts. There are a lot of plain unemployed people among the pimps. 

The foreigners are widely informed about child sex services through legal mass media, including specialized Web-sites. Often the foreigners are actively searching for such an information and obtain it from other foreign citizens or from service establishment employees. 

The child sex services are available to the foreigners mostly at the places where the contacts are made (hotels, car transport, entryways to the living blocks, special spaces at service establishments). There are also places where sex services are provided away from the place where the contact was made (specially hired apartments, private dachas and houses, sanitariums). 
The child sex service prices are not fixed at the region and vary from less then $1 to $ 500 – 1000. Very often the compensation is given in a form of foods, gifts, clothes, alcoholic drinks. The prices are very low primarily due to high competition. This kind of business is a low-profitable one. In fact the child maintenance costs are high. In big cities it is at lest 50%. 
Such a low profitability as well as punishability of such a business from the criminal side itself makes it little for the organized crime to be involved. A connivance, cover-up, legal aid and providing information for those who organize child sex services to foreigners is possible from some corrupt representatives of state administrative organs. 

The existing in the region child support and protection organizaions are unable to affect the situation due to a number of reasons, At first, a lot of towns have no such organizations at all. Those who are employed at such organizations are not often interested to do something at all. Nevertheless the respective child support and protection organizations possess a great deal of reserves and resources. To employ them there is necessary to alter state child protection laws and policies, sufficient financial support, effective work organization and coordination. 
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STD children morbidity dynamics (as per data submitted by Skin and STD Dispensary) in St Petersburg, absolute values
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Pic. 2.

STD children and teenagers’ morbidity dynamics in Sortavala, divided into age groups(as per data submitted by District Skin and STD Dispensary), absolute values
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Pic. 3

Expert common problem assessment (number of “Yes” answers, %)
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Pic. 4.

The studied persons development assessment (Mental development), %.
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Pic. 5.

The studied persons development assessment (Physical development), %.

Pic. 6.

Physical development variations of those studied in separate cities, %
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Pic. 7.

The sexual activity of those studied (age of first sexual contact), %, Ме
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Pic. 8.
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Pic. 9.

The sexual activity of those studied (Age of last paid sexual contact with a foreigner), %, Ме
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Pic. 10.

Expert assessment of grounds of child involvement into sex services to foreigners: “child factors”, X (in all studied cities)
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Pic. 11.

Expert assessment of grounds of child involvement into sex services to foreigners: “child factors”, X (In selected cities)
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Pic. 12.

Child’s perception of own sexual activity, %
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Pic. 13.

Child’s assessment of own sexual activity, %
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Pic. 14.

Parental household characteristics of those studied (presence of “bringing-up figures”), %
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Pic. 15.

Parental household characteristics of those studied (Alcohol, drug abuse, criminal involvement of parents), %
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Pic. 16.

Presence of parental household with those studies in separate cities, %
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Pic. 17.

Living conditions of those studied ( economical conditions, four-grade scale without zero), Ме
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Pic. 18.

Living conditions of those studied (three-grade scale without zero), Ме
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Pic. 19.

Level of providing for the child (three-grade scale without zero), Ме
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Pic. 20.

Expert assessment of grounds of child involvement into sex services to foreigners: “environment factors”, X (in all studied cities)
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Pic. 21.

Expert assessment of grounds of child involvement into sex services to foreigners: “environment factors”, X (In selected cities)
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Pic. 22.

Expert assessment of child sex services to foreigners profitability (in all studied cities), %
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Pic. 23.

Expert assessment of child sex services to foreigners profitability (in selected cities), %
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