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INTRODUCTION

The problem of providing child sexual services started to draw public attention of Western countries only in the last years.  Legislation in many countries considers using this type of services criminal.

The situation in economics and legislation in Russia, indeed, allows various forms of deviations, including prostitution in its socially unacceptable forms.  Like other forms of prostitution, child prostitution has deep historical roots and Russia is not an exception in this case.

Northwest of Russia due to its geographical location is the most available market of illegal sexual services for the citizens of Western countries.  This availability was made possible by the high income level of the citizens of Western countries in comparison with Russians.  

Child prostitution phenomenon has not become a subject of research for Russian sociologists yet.  The reason for it is denying of facts by the officials.  The cases of child prostitution found by the social workers are not being registered and reflected by the official statistics.

We cannot discuss any specific socially-preventive and socially-rehabilitative measures having no information about levels, reasons and characteristics of this phenomenon.  Hence, the main goal at the initial stage of the research on child prostitution and involvement of foreigners should be objective and complete description.  The following objectives are to be met in order to achieve this goal:

1. Definition of the levels and tendencies of the given region based on historical dynamics

2. Operating – in this case – defining the parts of this phenomenon accessible for empirical research

3. Elaboration of research methodology

4. Collection and analysis of data relevant to the research objective

The following report contains description of meeting these objectives and review the acquired results.

1. CHILD PROSTITUTION IN NORTHWEST RUSSIA” HISTORICAL TENDENCIES AND CONTEMPORARY SITUATION

1.1. Pre-Revolutionary period and first years of Soviet government

In pre-Revolutionary Russia illegal actions directly or indirectly connected with child prostitution were prosecuted in accordance with Articles 674 and 674, Clause 9, Chapter 3 of the Russian Empire Criminal Code as of 1832 (see Annex 1.1.) active until 1822, when the first Criminal Code of Russian Federation was established.  In accordance with the first Criminal Code of RF, these actions were prosecuted under Articles 166-168 and 169-171, Clause 4, Chapter 5.  (See Annex 1.2.)  Table 1 indicates statistics of convicts.

In 1911 there had been 6 cases of sexual crime officially registered in the Northern region of Russia.  All convicts were male.  To help analyze this data, I would like to mention that in the given year there had been 34 minor males charged with this crime throughout the whole country.  The male population of Saint-Petersburg, the largest city in the region (including suburbs) in 1910 equaled: age group 11-15 y. o. – 82, 490 people, 16-20 y. o. – 12, 1406 people;  general population totaled 1.865,500 people.

Tables 1.1 – 1.3 contain data in the Soviet Russia.  In 1926 the above charges among minors were registered only among males, just like in the czar period.  Mainly women involved and pushed their victims into prostitution, and men were the ones who committed sexual crimes, primarily in rural areas.  Urging to prostitution and bawdry has been traditionally “urban” type of criminal activities.  Unlike adult, teen sex crimes were more common in cities (see table 1.1.).

Table 1.1.

Convicts charged with crimes connected with child prostitution, 1926 

	
	14 – 17 y. o.
	All ages

	
	M
	F
	М
	F

	Urging to prostitution and bawdry
	
	2
	–
	242
	355

	
	
	1
	–
	12
	23

	Sex crimes
	Urban
	7
	–
	709
	17

	
	Rural
	3
	–
	3507
	16


Table 1.2.

Convicts charged with crimes connected with child prostitution in the Northern region, 1926 

	
	Leningrad region and Karelia

	
	The whole region
	Including 

Leningrad

	Urging to prostitution and 

bawdry
	М
	2
	–

	
	F
	1
	–

	Sex crimes
	М
	7
	–

	
	F
	3
	–


In Russia’s Northern region urging to prostitution and bawdry took place primarily in Leningrad, whereas sex crimes more often were registered in other areas.  The distribution of criminal charges were no different than in the rest of Russia (table 1.2.).

Table 1.3.

Minors charged in the Russian Federation with sex crimes

	
	14 – 17 y. o.
	All ages

	
	14 – 15 y. o.
	16 – 17 y. o.
	14 – 15 y. o.
	16 – 17 y. o.

	Urging to prostitution and bawdry
	М
	8
	84
	8
	86

	
	F
	–
	–
	1
	2

	Sex crimes
	М
	39
	600
	36
	661

	
	F
	–
	3
	–
	3


Comparison of data collected throughout the whole Russia in 1925 and 1926  (table. 1.3.) indicated the tendency toward growth of sex crime among male teenagers 16 – 17 y. o. in urban as well as in rural areas.  At the same time sex crime rates were declined in the age group 14-15 y. o.  Among the female teenagers sex crimes were registered only in 1925 in rural area, but in 1926 they appear in the cities and unlike in rural area in the junior age group 14-15 y. o.

Sharp growth of sex crime among minors in the Soviet Russia in comparison with the figures existed in the czar Russia is clearly seen if we are taking into consideration the decline of general population number in Saint-Petersburg – Petrograd (in 1923 – 1.043,600 people).  This growth is naturally connected with revolution and collapse of habitual lifestyle among the population majority.

1.2. Contemporary situation

25 criminal cases charged with child neglect and abuse have been under trial in accordance with Article 156 of the acting Criminal Code of Russian Federation (RF) in Saint-Petersburg in the first quarter of 2000. (in the 1st quarter of 1999 there were 27 criminal cases)  Since there is no data about criminal charges against persons involved in child prostitution, I would like to use the data which indirectly reflects this problem, such as medical statistics (table1.4.).

Table 1.4.

STD morbidity rates among children  (according to the municipal STD treatment dispensary) in Saint-Petersburg 

	
	1994 
	1995
	1996 

	
	Younger than 

12 y. o.
	13 – 14 y. o.
	Younger than

 12 y. o.
	13 – 14 y. o.
	Younger than

 12 y. o.
	13 – 14 y. o.

	B
	–
	5
	1
	12
	–
	14

	G
	32
	50
	24
	44
	15
	108

	Total:
	32
	55
	25
	56
	15
	122

	
	1997 
	1998 
	1999 

	
	Younger than

12 y. o.
	13 – 14 y. o.
	Younger than 

12 y. o.
	13 – 14 y. o.
	Younger than

12 y. o.
	13 – 14 y. o.

	B
	–
	6
	–
	4
	–
	8

	G
	15
	51
	22
	47
	17
	55

	Total:
	15
	57
	22
	51
	17
	63


Sexually transmitted diseases, e.g. syphilis, gonorrhea, fungi etc., in accordance with data provided by the municipal STD treatment dispensary, in the past few years (1994-1999), basically does not exist among boys younger than 12 y. o. (1 gonorrhea case occurred in 1995). In the group age 13-14 y. o. prior to 1996 we can clearly see the growth which is currently unstably declining.  The level of such diseases among girls was higher, but has a tendency toward decline.  

Only 4 children received treatment for STD in municipal specialized child inpatient hospital (hospital named by Tsimbalyn) in the past 7 years.  Indeed, these figures are far from reality and most likely reflect a lack of organization of the state child care and prevention system.  The data provided by the Center of reproductive health of teenagers “Juventa” speaks indirectly about this problem.  In 1999 the Center registered 1,645 children and teens from the age group 13-18 y. o. who suffered STD.

Besides, the hospital named by Tsimbalyn, has registered 2 cases of child sexual abuse in 7 years, whereas “Juventa” registered 58 cases in age group 13-18 y. o. only in the year of 1999.

In order to assess these figures we would like to refer you to the population number in Saint-Petersburg (table 1.5.).

Table 1.5.

	Population number in Saint-Petersburg 

А. Dynamics of general population in 1994 – 98 

	1994 
	1995 
	1996 
	1997 
	1998 

	4.882,600
	4.838,000
	4.801,500
	4.778,900
	4.748,500

	B. Child-teen age groups in 1998 

	
	Younger than 7 y. o.
	8-14 y. o.
	15 y. o.
	16-17 y. o.
	18-19 y. o.

	М.
	153,000
	230,800
	31,5
	62,9
	66,5

	F.
	144,900
	221,100
	30,8
	61,4
	65,1

	Both sexes
	297,900
	451,900
	62,300
	134,3
	131,6


In 1995-99 in Petrozavodsk, the capital of Karelia republic, according to data of STD treatment dispensary, total number of children and teens in group ages 15-17 y. o. who suffered STD came to 106 in age group younger than 14 y. o. and 1,480 in age group 15-17 y. o.  To draw a line, I should mention that in Saint-Petersburg, according to official statistics, 443 STD cases were registered in the age group younger than 14 y. o.

In Sortavala, Karelia, (the population number as of 1999 totaled 37,000) the following STD rates were registered in child-teen age groups (table 1.6.)

Table 1.6.

Dynamics of STD morbidity rates in Sortavala in child-teen age groups (according to district STD treatment dispensary)

	
	1997 
	1998 
	1999 

	
	Younger than 14 y. o.
	15-17 y. o.
	18-19 y. o.
	Up to 14 y. o.
	15-17 y. o.
	18-19 y. o.
	Up to 14 y. o.
	15-17 y. o.
	18-19 y. o.

	М.
	–
	6
	5
	–
	3
	5
	–
	8
	7

	F.
	–
	9
	15
	3
	8
	19
	1
	14
	27


As one can see, the tendency toward STD morbidity rate growth is present in all child-teen age groups, regardless of sex.  Morbidity rate is significantly higher among female teens.  Starting from 1998 the above diseases are registered among girls as well (2 identified girls out of 3 were 12 y. o.)  According to dispensary employees, the real number of STD cases is three times as high to compare with the official data.  The same situation takes place in Saint-Petersburg.

1.3. Sources of statistics 

1.3.1. Abstract from legislation 1832 – 1930 

1. The Russian Empire criminal code, issued under the Order of His Majesty Emperor Nikolai Pavlovich, SPb, 1832.

Chapter nine. About punishments for crimes against family
Chapter three About seduction and rape

Art. 674. If someone in debauch conceives (with) children and will murder those children either on his own or using another person, will be sentenced like a murderer.

Art. 675. For rape of a married woman, a widow and seduction of a minor or adult virgin, the convicts are to be deprived of all property rights, punished with a whip and lagged.

1.2. Criminal code of RF 1922 

Chapter 5. Crimes against life

Clause 4. Sex crimes

Art. 166. Sex with minors leads to a sentence for no less than three years with strict isolation. 

Art. 167. Sex with minors followed by seduction, receiving sexual satisfaction in perverse forms leads to a sentence for no less than five years. 

Art. 168. Sexual seduction of children or minors is sentenced for imprisonment for no less than five years.

Art. 169. Rape – sex accompanied by physical violence or by using unconscious state of the victim is sentenced to imprisonment for no less than 3 years. 

If rape was the cause for victim’s suicide, the sentence will be no less than five years.

Art. 170. Urging into prostitution out of individual’s personal interest, conducted via physical or psychological violence is sentenced to imprisonment for no less than three years with strict isolation.

Art. 171. Bawdry, maintaining brothels and recruitment of women for prostitution is sentenced to imprisonment for no less than three years and total or partial confiscation of property. 

If the persons involved into prostitution were under custody or submission to the accused, or if they are minors, the sentence is no less than five years of imprisonment. 

1.3.2. Statistics. 

1. Number of Saint-Petersburg population according to head count as of 1910 

	
	According to head count 1910 
	1915 

	
	М
	F
	Total
	М
	F
	Total

	City 
	833129
	763884
	1597013
	1020169
	923319
	1943488

	Suburbs
	142258
	126220
	268478
	182703
	164284
	356987


2. Number of minor population in Saint-Petersburg according to head count as of 1910. 

	
	City
	Total with suburbs

	
	М
	F
	М
	F

	11 – 15 y. o.
	69131
	55655
	82490
	67417

	16 – 20 y. o.
	104159
	88416
	121406
	101806


3. Number of population in Petrograd and Petrograd region in 1923.

	
	М
	F
	Total

	Petrograd
	479610
	564021
	1043631

	Petrograd region (without Petrograd)
	469032
	593089
	1062121


4. Distribution of minors charged with Sex crime registered by Russian Commissions as of 1911.

	
	Northern region  
	Throughout the whole RF  

	
	
	
	Repeatedly

	B
	6
	34
	3

	G
	-
	-
	-


5. Number of sex crime convicts as of 1926 

	
	
	RF
	Leningrad region and Karelia 

	
	
	Total
	Of them in the cities 
	The whole region 
	Of them in Leningrad

	Urging to prostitution, bawdry
	М
	254
	242
	41
	29

	
	F
	379
	355
	47
	33

	Sex crimes
	М
	4235
	709
	254
	64

	
	F
	34
	17
	3
	1


6. Number of sex crime convicts in RF in 1926.

	
	14 – 17 y. o.
	All ages

	
	М
	F
	М
	F

	Urging to prostitution, bawdry
	Urban
	2
	-
	242
	355

	
	Rural
	1
	-
	12
	23

	Sex crimes
	Urban
	7
	-
	709
	17

	
	Rural
	33
	-
	3507
	16


7. Repressive measures for the convicts in the USSR in 1925 (cities)

	
	Sex crimes
	Bride price, kidnapping of women and forcing into cohabitation 
	Urging to prostitution, bawdry and seduction



	
	М
	F
	М
	F
	М
	F

	Decimation
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–

	Deportation from the RF
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–

	On parole
	160
	2
	6
	NOT PRINTABLE
	56
	145

	Up to 6 months
	68
	1
	1
	
	18
	28

	Up to 1 yr.
	112
	3
	3
	
	32
	53

	1 – 2 yr.
	92
	2
	–
	
	38
	69

	2 – 3 yr.
	154
	1
	–
	
	69
	112

	3 – 5 yr. 
	116
	–
	–
	
	34
	56

	5 – 8 yr. 
	35
	–
	–
	
	5
	6

	8 – 10 yr.
	9
	–
	–
	
	–
	–

	Total term
	586
	7
	4
	
	196
	324

	With strict isolation
	1162
	–
	–
	
	27
	44

	Without strict isolation
	524
	7
	4
	
	169
	280

	Total for imprisonment
	746
	9
	10
	
	254
	469

	Enforced labor work
	14
	–
	–
	
	1
	8

	Property penalties
	–
	–
	–
	
	1
	–

	Public call-down
	2
	–
	–
	
	1
	–

	Other punishment
	1
	–
	–
	
	–
	–

	Amnesty
	1
	–
	–
	
	–
	–

	Released for other reasons
	3
	–
	–
	
	3
	8

	Total
	767
	9
	11
	
	260
	485


8. Minors convicted in the RF in accordance with the article Sex Crimes 

	
	
	1925 г.
	1926 г.

	
	
	14 – 15 y. o.
	16 – 17 y. o.
	14 – 15 y. o.
	16 – 17 y. o.

	Urban
	М
	8
	84
	8
	86

	
	F
	-
	-
	1
	2

	Rural
	М
	39
	600
	36
	661

	
	F
	-
	3
	-
	3


9. Sex crime convicts in RF as of 1925

	
	
	Urban
	Rural
	Unknown
	Total

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Bride price, kidnapping of women and forcing into cohabitation
	М
	697
	2926
	22
	3645

	
	F
	8
	10
	-
	18

	Bride price, kidnapping of women and forcing into cohabitation
	М
	5
	109
	1
	115

	
	F
	-
	5
	-
	6

	Urging to prostitution, bawdry and seduction
	М
	248
	22
	5
	275

	
	F
	471
	37
	2
	510


10. Sex crime convicts in RF as of 1926

	
	
	Urban 
	Rural
	Unknown
	Total

	Sex crimes
	М
	709
	3507
	19
	4235

	
	F
	17
	16
	1
	34

	Bride price, kidnapping of women and forcing into cohabitation
	М
	6
	158
	3
	167

	
	F
	-
	2
	-
	2

	Urging to prostitution, bawdry and seduction
	М
	242
	12
	-
	254

	
	F
	355
	23
	1
	379


1.3.3. Tables

1. Number of Saint-Petersburg population according to headcount as of 1910. 

2. Number of Saint-Petersburg minor population according to headcount as of 1910. 

3. Number of Petrograd and Petrograd region population as of 1923. 

4. Distribution of minors charged with Sex crime registered by Russian Commissions as of 1911.

5. Number of sex crime convicts as of 1926. 

6. Number of sex crime convicts in RF as of 1926. 

7. Repressive measures to convicts in the USSR in 1925 (cities)

8. Minors convicted in RF according to the Article Sex Crimes.
9. Sex crime convicts in RF as of 1925. 

10. Sex crime convicts in RF as of 1926. 

1.3.4. Books:

1. The Russian Empire criminal code, issued under the Order of His Majesty Emperor Nikolai Pavlovich, SPb, 1832.

2. RF criminal code, 1922

3. Statistics of persons convicted in the USSR in 1923-1924 (21/618-1)

4. Statistics of persons convicted in the USSR in 1925, 1926 and 1927 (25/618-2)

5. Brief statistics reference book on Petersburg and Petrograd region 1926 г. L. 1927 

6. Statistics reference book on Petrograd, 1919. 

2. RESEARCH METHODS AND PROCEDURES

2.1. General description of the research

The research was conducted in April 2000 using the method of multi-optional selection of questionnaires and included the following stages:

а. Selection of geographical locations

b. Identification of child prostitution “cases” with the involvement of foreigners (screening)

c. “Case” investigation and using qualitative approach to their description

d. Selection of experts and conducting interviews

e. Analysis and description of the results

In order to receive complete and detailed data, the research combined qualitative and quantitative survey techniques. 

2.2. Selection and implementation

Research selection was multi-optional and consecutive.  First stage of the research was geographical selection.  Two administrative-territorial areas bordering Finland (they are closely connected to the West)– Leningrad region and Karelia republic  - were selected on the territory of Northwest Russia.  The largest city or administrative center (correspondingly Saint-Petersburg or Petrozavodsk) and a smaller town closest to the boarder (correspondingly Viborg and Sortavala) were picked out of those  administrative-territorial areas.  The information acquired prior to research convinced us about existence of child prostitution with involvement of foreigners in the above cities.

Selection at the second stage of research was not systematic.  Risk group children were interviewed on the spot with the usage of the screening questionnaire (Form 1, Annex 2.1.) In Saint-Petersburg they were interviewed in shelters, hostels, crisis center of agency “Child psychiatrics”, at the pick-up places (nearby some hotels, metro stations, places of recreation).  In Viborg places of interview were also shelters and Center for Delinquent Children.  Petrozavodsk was represented only by the children from educational institutions (orphanages, center for social rehabilitation), Sortavala – by  the children residing in orphanages and families.  At this stage we used selection of the route: a Finnish interviewer (male) and a Russian interviewer (female) – have collected data on Viborg, Petrozavodsk and Sortavala highways driving vehicles with Finnish license plates.  Thus, the selection on the second stage was combined.

 The research experts were selected based on their direct and mostly professional connection with children involved in providing sex services to the foreigners. As the data from the tables 2.1. and 2.2. indicates, 1/3 of the experts were male, and 2/3 were female.  They are mostly employed with educational institutions and department of interior (police).  More than half of them were staff, and less than 1/3 managers of the corresponding agency or organization.  The majority of experts have had over 5 year work experience in the field (about 40% - over 10 years).

 It is important to mention that among experts were a lot of individuals not involved in governmental and social agencies working with children (chapter “other” in table 2.2.).  There were journalists involved in this issue, private attorneys, entrepreneurs, employees of the hotels, bars, gas stations, and even adult prostitutes, their clients and people from the criminal world.

Table 2.1.

Sex and occupation of the experts %

	Experts characteristic
	number
	%

	Gender

	Мale
	26
	32,5

	Female
	53
	66,3

	Total:
	79
	98,8

	Occupation

	Director of an agency or organization
	23
	28,8

	Manager of department or subdivision
	9
	11,3

	Staff member
	42
	52,5

	Total:
	74
	92,5


Experts’ staff in individual cities was miscellaneous.  In Saint-Petersburg the majority consisted of the employees of police department and previously mentioned “others”.  In Viborg: “others”, employees of police department and educational institutions.  In Petrozavodsk: employees of health care department and educational institutions, in Sortavala – the same and “others.  In Saint-Petersburg on the first place were employees who had less than 5 years of work history, in Viborg and Petrozavodsk – less than 10 years, in Sortavala – over than 10 years.

Informational resources used by the experts for reasoning their statements are represented in table 2.3. Primarily it is information obtained during informal conversations at work, secondary it is personal and work experience, information coming from official channels and information from official sources.  In Saint-Petersburg, unlike in other cities, the leading role belongs to personal/professional experience and to the information coming through official channels.

Table 2.2.

Track record and fields of experts, %

	Characteristics of experts
	Cities
	Total
	p<

	
	Saint-Petersburg
	Viborg
	Petrozavodsk
	Sortavala
	Absol. value
	%
	

	
	numbers
	%
	Numbers
	%
	numbers
	%
	Numbers
	%
	
	
	

	Field

	Health Care department
	1
	5,9
	1
	4,8
	6
	31,6
	2
	8,3
	10
	12,3
	0,001

	Police (dep. of interior)
	6
	35,3
	3
	14,3
	2
	10,5
	4
	16,7
	15
	18,5
	

	Department of Justice and Investigations
	1
	5,9
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–
	1
	1,2
	

	Educational institutions  
	4
	23,5
	3
	14,3
	6
	31,6
	12
	50,0
	25
	30,9
	

	Department of state
	–
	–
	1
	4,8
	1
	5,3
	–
	–
	2
	2,5
	

	Local Self-governing organizations
	–
	–
	–
	–
	3
	15,8
	–
	–
	3
	3,7
	

	Social organizations
	1
	5,9
	–
	–
	–
	–
	1
	4,2
	2
	2,5
	

	Others
	4
	23,5
	13
	61,9
	1
	5,3
	5
	20,8
	23
	28,4
	

	Total:
	17
	100,0
	21
	100,0
	19
	100,0
	24
	100,0
	81
	100,0
	

	Track record in the field 

	Less than 1 yr.
	–
	–
	–
	–
	1
	5,3
	–
	–
	1
	1,3
	0,01

	Less than 3-х yrs
	4
	25,0
	3
	14,3
	1
	5,3
	1
	4,2
	9
	11,3
	

	Less than 5 yrs
	7
	43,8
	6
	28,6
	2
	10,5
	2
	8,3
	17
	21,3
	

	Less than 10 yrs
	4
	25,0
	7
	33,3
	7
	36,8
	4
	16,7
	22
	27,5
	

	10 yrs and more
	1
	6,3
	5
	23,8
	8
	42,1
	17
	70,8
	31
	38,8
	

	Total:
	16
	100,0
	21
	100,0
	19
	100,0
	24
	100,0
	80
	100,0
	


Table 2.3.

Sources of information used by the experts, %

	Sources of information
	City
	Total:
	p<

	
	Saint-Petersburg
	Viborg
	Petrozavodsk
	Sortavala
	
	

	Personal/professional activities

	Used
	100,0
	57,1
	73,7
	43,5
	65,8
	0,001

	Didn’t use
	0,0
	42,9
	26,3
	56,5
	34,2
	

	Total
	100,0
	100,0
	100,0
	100,0
	100,0
	

	Information coming via official channels

	Used
	68,8
	23,8
	42,1
	8,7
	32,9
	0,001

	Didn’t use
	31,2
	76,2
	57,9
	91,3
	67,1
	

	Total
	100,0
	100,0
	100,0
	100,0
	100,0
	

	Information obtained from informal conversations at work

	Used
	68,8
	85,7
	78,9
	73,9
	77,2
	N/A

	Didn’t use
	31,2
	76,2
	57,9
	91,3
	67,1
	

	Total
	100,0
	100,0
	100,0
	100,0
	100,0
	

	Information from official sources

	Used
	25,5
	23,8
	36,8
	0,0
	20,3
	0,05

	Didn’t use
	75,0
	76,2
	63,2
	100,0
	79,7
	

	Total
	100,0
	100,0
	100,0
	100,0
	100,0
	


The above data indicates high credibility of the experts’ assessment.  

The number of experts working in the cities was from 17 to 24 people, total number of the expert team members equaled 81 people.  Experts’ interviews were conducted with usage of guidelines of semi-standardized interview.

 Identification of child prostitution cases with involvement of foreigners was applied during screening as well as during expert surveys.  To serve this purpose, the forms 1 and 2 contained special child characteristics identification cards. Those cards served as the basis for research of specific cases with the help of a map designed for this purpose (see annex 2.3.)

 Contingent of the interviewers who took part in collection of initial information was as following:

· In Saint-Petersburg – 3 women younger than 30 y. o., professional sociologists who received additional training on empirical social research methods (Institute of Sociology, Russian Academy of Science, Department of Sociology of the European University)

· In Viborg – 2 women (35 and 54 y. o.) and 1 man (38 y. o.), psychologists experienced in social surveys (“Gloria” center, “Life-buoy” shelter). 

· In Petrozavodsk – 3 women (2-30 y. o., 1 – 42 y. o.) and 2 men (60 and 26 y. o.), highly qualified doctors- instructors (Psychiatric department and STD department of Petrozavodsk State University). 

· In Sortavala – 7 women-instructors (of them 5 received additional psychological and social work education, 30 to 49 y. o. and 1 woman – gynecologist, 55 y. o. (Center of psychological and educational assistance). The above contingent of interviewers provided high quality of initial research information.  However, the interviewers indicate, that in all studied cities local government officials and agencies were reluctant when asked about this problem.  Mostly “closed” appeared to be state employees and employees of local self-governing agencies: the majority of them rejected to participate in research.  Their children and relatives were as reserved about those issues as themselves. Representatives of legal and illegal businesses and people from the criminal world were more ready to provide the researches with necessary information. Total volume of initial sociological information is reflected in the table 2.4.

·  Table 2.4.

Volume of initial sociological information

	Form
	City
	Total:

	
	Saint-Petersburg
	Viborg
	Petrozavodsk
	Sortavala
	

	1
	13
	12
	18
	22
	65

	2
	18
	22
	19
	22
	81

	3*
	3
	12
	6
	14
	35


* 6 more cases were assessed without filling form 1, but in accordance with its parameters.

The total number of minor prostitution cases involving foreign buyers covered by this research is 41 (table 2.5.). More than 5/6 of studied are girls, almost 40% are younger than 12 and 32% are younger than 14. Why persons in ages from 15 to 18 were shown among those studied will be discussed in part 3. 

Table 2.5.

Gender and age ranges of the studied, absolute values, percentage, Ме.

	Demographic characteristics
	Absolute values
	%
	Ме

	Gender

	Male
	6
	14,6
	–

	Female
	35
	85,4
	

	Total:
	41
	100,0
	

	Age

	9 y. o. 
	1
	(16
	2,4
	(39,0
	13 y. o.

	10 y. o 
	4
	
	9,8
	
	

	11 y. o 
	3
	
	7,3
	
	


	12 y. o 
	8
	
	19,5
	
	

	12 to 14 y. o 
	13
	31,7
	

	14 to 18 y. o.
	12
	29,3
	

	Total:
	41
	100,0
	


2.3. Processing and analysis of results

The math-statistical processing of the data* received on the formalized (closed) questions represented a calculation of identifier range distinguishing measures of a central tendency.  Depending on the type of those scales it was correspondingly a medium datum (X) or a median (Me) with its variations with standard (σ) or half-interquartil deviation (Q).

For assessment of differences between the cities we used criteria χ2. All formal questions were evaluated; urban data is provided separately in cases where those differences were identified on the level no less than 5%.

 Answers to the “open” questions have been analyzed using content-analysis.  Frequency of answers received in the process of secondary categorization, can be found in the text if they are above unit.

3. EMPIRICAL DEFINITION OF PHENOMENA

3.1. Fact of existence

In accordance with formal expert assessment (table 3.1.), over 4/5 are convinced in the existence of child prostitution.  Absolutely all experts are convinced in existence of teen prostitution.  We should mention that there is a difference in child and teen prostitution evaluation between the experts in various cities.  Whereas all Saint-Petersburg experts admit the fact of existence of child prostitution, in Viborg only half of them believe in it. 

Table 3.1.

General assessment of the problem by experts

	Sides of the problem
	City
	Total:
	p<

	
	Saint-Petersburg
	Viborg
	Petrozavodsk
	Sortavala
	
	

	Does child prostitution exist?

	Yes
	100,0
	50,0
	84,2
	90,9
	80,5
	0,001

	No
	0,0
	50,0
	15,8
	9,1
	19,5
	

	Total:
	100,0
	100,0
	100,0
	100,0
	100,0
	

	Does teen prostitution exist?

	Yes
	100,0
	100,0
	100,0
	100,0
	100,0
	–

	No
	0,0
	0,0
	0,0
	0,0
	0,0
	

	Total:
	100,0
	100,0
	100,0
	100,0
	100,0
	

	Is it possibly to separate child and teen prostitution?

	Yes
	91,7
	47,4
	47,4
	65,0
	60,0
	0,05

	No
	8,3
	52,6
	52,6
	35,0
	40,0
	

	Total:
	100,0
	100,0
	100,0
	100,0
	100,0
	

	Are foreigners involved into teen prostitution?

	Yes
	100,0
	100,0
	16,7
	100,0
	80,0
	0,001

	No
	0,0
	0,0
	83,3
	0,0
	20,0
	

	Total:
	100,0
	100,0
	100,0
	100,0
	100,0
	


The quality assessment shows that 1/5 of experts (52) who admitted existence of child prostitution were hesitant (5 in Sortavala, 3 in Petrozavodsk)  There were less of those type of answers in regards with teen prostitution (3, of them all in Petrozavodsk).

Experts opinions greatly vary in terms of separation child prostitution from teen prostitution, although more than half of them consider this separation possible. About 1/3 of experts who separate child and teen prostitution are uncertain if they are right to do it (14, more often in Sortavala – 4).  Some experts (3) do not see any sense in it. 

There are some grounds for such uncertainty.  As demonstrated by quality analysis of the answers, experts who separate child and teen prostitution base it on documented data on minors.  Speaking of children, in accordance with the active Russian legislation, they mean individuals younger than 14 y. o. (not the ones younger than 12 y. o.)  On the other hand, experts who do not see the ways of separating child and teen prostitution base their opinion on personal observations. They base their statements on anomalies in physical development of child- and teen-prostitutes, meaning early physical development among children and late development among teenagers.  As the data in table 4.1. indicates, 44% of the examined had early and 29% had late physical development. 

There are also significant differences in separation of child and teen prostitution of experts which go by cities. (table 3.1.). This opinion is mostly accepted in Saint-Petersburg, whereas in Viborg and Petrozavodsk they are mostly denied.  Experts in Sortavala are in between.  Let’s compare this data with variations of physical development of the examined prostitutes-minors in the cities (table 4.2.). In Saint-Petersburg and Petrozavodsk the majority of prostitutes are minors whose development is adequate to their biological age, in Viborg they are late in development, in Sortavala they have early development.

Thus, despite a lack of direct co-relation, it is sensible to consider the opinion of experts who do not support the separation of child and teen prostitution.  It is also important to mention that some experts (3) consider different causes for child and teen prostitution. 

3.2. Involvement of foreigners. 

Official data shows that in Saint-Petersburg, Viborg and Sortavala all experts indicate involvement of foreigners into child prostitution, whereas in Petrozavodsk only 1/5 of competent individuals (see table 3.1.) do the same.  Among the people who answered “yes” to this question, 1/5 were not completely sure of the right answer.  The majority (6) as well as the majority who refused to answer who reasoned it as a lack of information (4) was found in Petrozavodsk.  Apparently it has to do with the contingent of the expert group in the city. 

4. CHILD PERSONALITY AND HIS/HER SOCIAL SURROUNDING

4.1. Personality of a child-prostitute

During the assessment of child prostitution, 39 experts pointed out to girls and 9 experts pointed out to boys.  All 11 examined children in Saint-Petersburg and Petrozavodsk (boys=girls) confessed their participation in this business.  Homosexual (lesbian) services are being provided not only by boys, but also by girls (3, all in Saint-Petersburg). 

The youngest age of involvement into prostitution is between 9-10 (5), 11-12 (18), 13-14 (11). The experts paid close attention to the physical and psychological development of those children.  Mostly they (37) emphasized external of physical and mental characteristics of those children.  On the other hand, physical underdevelopment was less common (5).  6 experts were talking about general, and 8 – about retardation.  7 experts have not pointed out any kind of anomalies in development of child-prostitutes. As a significant element of retardation experts pointed decline of intellect (14) and limited vocabulary. (1)

During the examination of children (see table 1.), as it was pointed out earlier, anomalies in physical development are quite common, in 5% of cases there were cases of physical development mutations, e.g. chronic illness, physical defects or deformities. Deformations of psychical development, e.g. mental illness, madness, lack of education are 10 times as common.  They are diagnosed in 49% of the examined.  Fast physical development was scarce (5%) and slow was twice as common (12%).  Over 1/3 of the examined children could be considered normal

According to the experts, those children are often good-looking (7), but sometimes one can come across “ugly” ones (1), untidy (3).  They normally come across  “actor-like” (demonstrative, hysterical – 2, talkative – 1.  During the examination children demonstrated aggression(1).  Sometimes they have nice clothing (1). Field of interests of children-prostitutes was characterized by the experts as unstable, limited, with domination of perverted and materialistic interests (15).  At the same time they identified variable interests (4).  Regardless of them these children have eagerness to lead “problem-free lifestyle”. Excitement toward education is not among their interests (4).  They are either not attending educational institutions (7) or don’t do well at school (4).  The children confirm that they have discontinued school education (2).  The research results also confirm it (see table 4.6.)

These children are characterized as having a lack of will power and low self-esteem (they don’t respect themselves).

Table 4.1. 

Assessment of development, %.

	Characteristics of development
	%

	Mental development

	Late development
	12,2

	Adequacy to biological development
	34,1

	Early development
	4,9

	Deformation (mental illness, madness, lack of education) 
	48,8

	Total:
	100,0

	Physical development

	Late development 
	29,3

	Adequacy to biological development
	22,0

	Early development
	43,9

	Deformation (mental illness, madness, lack of education) 
	4,9

	Total:
	100,0


Table 4.2.

Differences in physical development by individual cities, %.

	Characteristics
	Cities
	Р ≤

	
	Saint-Petersburg
	Viborg
	Petrozavodsk
	Sortavala
	

	Late development
	0,0
	53,8
	28,6
	20,0
	0,05

	Adequacy to biological development
	66,7
	0,0
	42,9
	13,3
	

	Early development
	16,7
	46,2
	28,5
	60,0
	

	Deformation (mental illness, madness, lack of education) 
	16,6
	0,0
	0,0
	6,7
	

	Total:
	100,0
	100,0
	100,0
	100,0
	


The experts point out different behavior disturbances (2).  The primal causes are abandoning homes, and as a result, the children start to live on the streets, and other “hang-around places” (10).  Drug addiction is high among children-prostitutes (7, all in Saint-Petersburg).  The results of research confirm this conclusion (3 in the same place, 4 in Viborg, 1 in Sortavala).  Systematic alcohol abuse (2), suicidal attempts (1) have also been identified.  Quite often these children become victims of physical violence (1 in Sortavala, 3 in Petrozavodsk), sometimes they are beaten up by the police (1, Saint-Petersburg). 

As shown by formal (table 4.3) and informal (7) experts’ opinions, children-prostitutes start their sex lives quite early – at about 11 years of age.  According to research, it is often connected with rape – by father (3) or stepfather (4), rarely – by older teenager (1). In one case a child was raped by a foreigner in the basement of a house.  Sometimes incest continues at a later stage. 

According to experts, the reason for involvement of children into providing sex services to foreigners is “early professionalism” of the children, enforcement from the adults’ side and misunderstanding of their actions by the retarded children. In Saint-Petersburg forcing plays the main role in it, whereas Petrozavodsk experts are more inclined to consider a lack of proper education of a child (table 4.4).  

The children talked about early sexuality (1) and about the motives of involvement into providing sex services to the foreigners, curiosity (1), romantics (1) and even interest toward this job (1).  Lets mention that in both assessments of experts and confessions of those children material aspects are always present. 

The examined children have had quite long-term and intense sex contacts with foreigners (table 4.3.) which allows us to suggest that they have shaped a distinct opinion about their sexual activities.  The majority of the examined children completely realized the nature of their sexual behavior;  most of them thought positively of it, some remained neutral.  Only 1/8 children-prostitutes thought negatively of their sex contacts (table 4.5.)

Table 4.3.

Sexual activity of the examined, %, Ме.

	Characteristics of sexual activity
	%
	Ме

	Age during first intercourse

	6
	2,4
	11 (y. o.)

	8
	2,4
	

	9
	4,9
	

	10
	24,4
	

	11
	22,0
	

	12
	21,9
	

	Older than 12-14
	17,1
	

	Older than 14, but younger than 18
	2,4
	

	Total:
	100,0
	

	How long have they been involved into providing sex services to foreigners

	Less than 3 mos
	20,0
	9 (mos)

	From 3 to 6 mos
	11,4
	

	From 6 to 12 mos.
	28,6
	

	From 1 to 3 years
	40,0
	

	Total:
	100,0
	

	Last paid sexual contact with a foreigner

	Less than 3 month ago
	80,6
	1,5 (mos)

	From 3 to 6 years ago
	9,7
	

	From 6 to 12 months ago
	6,5
	

	Less than a year ago
	3,2
	

	Total:
	100,0
	


Table 4.4.

Expert’s assessment of the reasons of child involvement into sex services to foreigners

"child factor", Х *.

А. In all studied cities

	Factors
	Х
	σ

	Financial interest of a child
	1,55
	1,0

	Urging
	3,22
	1,5

	"Moral depravity"
	2,94
	1,2

	Early professionalism
	3,61
	1,1

	Understanding of his actions by a child due to mental retardation
	3,13
	1,2


B. By individual cities

	Factors
	Cities
	Р ≤

	
	Saint-Petersburg
	Viborg
	Petrozavodsk
	Sortavala
	

	
	х
	σ
	х
	σ
	х
	σ
	х
	σ
	

	Urging 
	4,21
	0,9
	2,52
	1,9
	2,93
	1,3
	3,12
	1,6
	0,05

	"Moral depravity"
	2,63
	1,0
	2,13
	0,3
	3,62
	1,6
	2,93
	1,0
	0,001

	Early professionalism
	3,02
	1,0
	2,71
	0,5
	3,71
	0,9
	4,11
	1,1
	0,01


*5-grade rate scales without a zero mark

4.2. Social surrounding of a child-prostitute 

According to the expert’s opinion, a child’s family plays one of the major roles in child’s involvement into prostitution with foreigners.  This children mostly come from “social risk” families (45).  Primarily they are characterized as single-parent households (7), by unemployment (1), alcohol abuse (8) of the parents and low income derived from it (17). At the same time it is possible to come across a trouble-free (7) and a wealthy (11) parenting family. 

Sometimes children-prostitutes, regardless of formal existence of a family, experience a gap with it (“social orphans”).  They are normally children who reside in orphanages (5) or those who arrived from other regions of Russia (3).

The results of research show that 5/6 formally belong to a parenting family (table 4.6), but this level is uneven in individually studied cities (see table 4.7.)  In Saint-Petersburg and Sortavala all examined children had a parenting family, in Viborg 1/11 didn’t have it, in Petrozavodsk – almost 1/3 of children. 

The structure of the parenting family was as described on table 4.6.  Almost in all families mothers were present (91%), but in many of them father figure was absent (59%) or there was a stepfather (27%).  21% of the studied children had older brothers and sisters, 27% had grandfathers and grandmothers. 

Alcohol or drug abuse of the parents was identified in 77% of the children-prostitutes, criminal activities only in 17%.  Living conditions of those families are reflected in tables 4.8.  In accordance with their financial situation, the majority of these families can be considered as needy.  The children experienced housing problems, malnutrition, a lack of books, games.  They were adequately supplied with clothes and entertainment outside their homes due to the well-understood reasons.   The environment in such homes was often tensed, hostile and conformist. 

The results of studies of those children-prostitutes allow to concretize this data.  Thus, we managed to find out about alcohol abuse of a mother (3), mother’s upbringing in an orphanage (1), mother’s prostitution (1), mother’s participation in sexual contacts of her child (1).  Mother’s attitude toward sex contacts of her child can be positive (2), as well as negative (1).  Sometimes we identified cold mother-child relationships(1) or a lack of control from parents’ side (1). 

Children mention parents’ unemployment (1), financial problems (5), about absence of support from the families (1). Their wages are the only source of family income (1), that’s why they support prostitution of the children (1). Nevertheless, some children-prostitutes come from trouble-free families. 

The results of formal assessment (table 4.9.) allow to see the reasons for involvement of minors into paid sex services provided to the foreigners in a wide range of social context. The experts consider mass media to play the main role in this. It is followed by deficiencies in educational institutions and general situation in the country. This list is completed by the family problems and financial difficulties, i.e. factors commonly mentioned during other informal surveys.  Petrozavodsk stays apart from other studied cities of the region where the experts put the main weight to the country’s current situation. 

Table 4.5.

How the studied percept their sexual activity, %, Ме.

	Own sexual activity perception characteristics
	%
	Scale weight
	Ме
	Q

	Own sexual activity recognition

	Absent 
	7,5
	1
	3,0
	0,5

	Partly present
	35,0
	2
	
	

	Present in full scale
	57,5
	3
	
	

	Total:
	100,0
	-
	
	

	Own sexual activity assessment

	Positive
	47,5
	1
	2,0
	0,5

	Neutral (careless)
	40,0
	2
	
	

	Negative 
	12,5
	3
	
	

	Total:
	100,0
	-
	
	


Table 4.6.

Household characteristics of the studied cases, %

	
	Present
	Absent
	Total:

	Parental household
	84,6
	15,4
	100,0

	"Educators"

	- father
	41,2
	58,8
	100,0

	- stepfather
	26,5
	73,5
	100,0

	- mother
	91,2
	8,8
	100,0

	- stepmother
	2,9
	97,1
	100,0

	- grandfather
	8,8
	91,2
	100,0

	- grandmother
	17,6
	82,4
	100,0

	- sibs
	20,6
	79,4
	100,0

	- other relatives
	17,6
	82,4
	100,0

	- other non-relative family members
	2,9
	97,1
	100,0

	Alcohol or drug addiction among parents
	77,1
	22,9
	100,0

	Family criminality
	17,1
	82,9
	100,0


Table 4.7.

Parental household present within the studied, separately in each city, %

	Parental household
	Cities
	Р ≤

	
	Saint-Petersburg
	Viborg
	Petrozavodsk
	Sortavala
	0,001

	Present
	100,0
	91,7
	28,6
	100,0
	

	Absent
	0,0
	8,3
	71,4
	0,0
	

	Total:
	100,0
	100,0
	100,0
	100,0
	


Table 4.8.

The studied cases’ living conditions, Ме

	Assessment parameters
	Ме
	Q

	Household financial situation *
	2,0
	1,0

	Housing comfort**
	1,0
	0,5

	Child, minor situation regarding **

	- housing space
	1,0
	0,5

	- clothes
	2,0
	0,5

	- nutrition
	1,0
	0,5

	- reading
	1,0
	0,0

	- games
	1,0
	1,0

	- contacts with equals
	1,0
	0,5

	- out-of-house entertainment
	1,5
	1,0

	Persistence in going to school**
	2,0
	0,5

	Family psychological situation **
	1,0
	0,0


*four-grade scale without zero grade

**three-grade scale without zero grade

Table 4.9.

Experts’ assessment of how the children are involved into giving sexual services to the foreigners, “environment factors” Xx

А. All studied cities

	Factors
	Х
	σ

	Country general situation
	2,93
	1,3

	Financial hardships of the population 
	2,64
	1,2

	Mass-media function
	3,81
	1,3

	Educational establishments’ deficiencies
	3,72
	1,2

	Parental household problems 
	2,05
	1,2


Б. City-specific 

	Factors 
	Cities
	Р ≤

	
	Saint-Petersburg
	Viborg 
	Petrozavodsk 
	Sortavala 
	

	
	Х
	σ
	х
	σ
	х
	σ
	х
	М
	

	Country general situation 
	1,82
	0,9
	2,52
	0,8
	3,41
	1,2
	3,02
	1,5
	0,05

	Educational establishments’ deficiencies
	4,11
	0,3
	4,81
	0,5
	2,82
	1,2
	4,01
	1,1
	0,001


* Five-grade scales without the zero grade

5. ORGANIZATIONAL AND FINANCIAL SIDES OF THE BUSINESS

5.1. Organization of child sex services to foreigners

5.1. Clients 

As the studies show, The Russians are most frequent clients at the prostituted children (3). Finnish clients, of course, prevail among the foreigners. That is what both children and experts think. (64 – experts, 7 – children). Further goes Sweden (5), Germany (5), “European countries” (4), and the USA (4). Norway (1) is called among the “European countries”, and the children themselves name England (1).

Among the other remote countries most often the African Countries are mentioned (4 experts and 1 child), Turkey (2 experts), Arabic countries (2 experts), India (1 expert), Iran (1 expert) and Japan (1 expert). The children widen this geography significantly, naming Australians (1), Canadians (1) and even Malaysians (1). 

Among the ex-USSR countries Azerbaijan is named most often (3 experts and 1 child. Experts tell also about people from Georgia (1), Tajikistan (1) and Uzbekistan (1).

The clientele differs a lot in the studied cities. Only Finns make the most of the clients in the cities chosen. People from Sweden are represented only in Viborg and Petrozavodsk and people form Georgia are seen only in Petrozavodsk.  Azerbaijani clients of the children-prostitutes are found only in Petrozavodsk and Saint-Petersburg, representatives from other countries – only in Saint-Petersburg.  

5.2. Establishing a contact

This research defined some relatively independent channels of informing and establishing a contact between a child-prostitute and foreign clients.

5.2.1. Independent search of clients

The most common way of establishing a contact is most likely an independent offering of sex services to foreigners.  26 experts in all studied cities are talking about it.  The children themselves mentioned it more rarely. This type of offer exists basically in all places of gathering of foreigners.  Such places can be highways, fast food places on the road, gas stations (18 experts, 2 children in Petrozavodsk, 1 in Sortavala).  The children offer themselves nearby or inside bars, restaurants, cafeterias ( 5 experts, 4 children), next to railway stations (2 children – in Saint-Petersburg), near hotels (9 children – in Saint-Petersburg), near marketplaces (1 expert in Petrozavodsk, 1 child in Saint-Petersburg), near metro stations (3 children in Saint-Petersburg), on the waterfronts and in parks (2 experts in Saint-Petersburg and Viborg), in specialized clubs (only in Saint-Petersburg).  Independent contacts can be also established in the form of panhandling.  

5.2.2. Search of clients via middlemen.

Such middlemen can be people from the close social surrounding of a child.  They can be parents (7 experts in all cities, 2 children in Viborg).  Older teenagers (6 experts in Sortavala and Saint-Petersburg), girlfriends-prostitutes (1 expert in Petrozavodsk, 1 child in Sortavala).

Unprofessional middlemen consist of employees of hotels, bars, restaurants (7 experts), often security guards, especially working for hotels and dancing (2 children).  Such unprofessional middlemen can consist of locals (5 experts), employees of children educational institutions (1 expert in Petrozavodsk), drug dealers (2 experts in Sortavala and Saint-Petersburg) 

Professional middlemen are pimps.  23 experts in all studied cities and only 2 children from Saint-Petersburg pointed at their existence.  Those pimps work at cab parking places (3 experts in Sortavala), in restaurants (94 experts in Viborg, Saint-Petersburg and Sortavala).

5.2.3. Organizational structures

Children-prostitutes who do not establish contacts on their own are not talking of any kind of organizational structures.  4 experts in Sortavala and 1 expert in each Viborg and Saint-Petersburg mentioned organized pimp network.  Publishing of child porno magazine, according to experts (1 expert in Sortavala, 1 in Saint-Petersburg), issuing high-quality porno productions with participation of children (1 expert in each cities), descriptions found in Finnish press indicate the existence of such network.

In Petrozavodsk experts found undercover organizations which exist under the umbrella of dating agencies, escort services (14), massage parlors (1). Experts in Petrozavodsk (2) as well as in Viborg (1) mention the possibility to order a child prostitute by phone, however only Petrozavodsk experts talk about existence of “girls on call” services (3). 4 experts in Petrozavodsk informed about existence of undercover brothels.  In these cases establishing of contacts happens through time-table clerks (9).  In Viborg experts found a child delivery services conducted on the basis of advance order (1).  

5.2.4. Characteristics of pimps

According to experts, pimps can be women (3), men (6), often young (6), physically strong (2).  If parents are pimps, they are normally alcoholics, drug addicts, bums (5), low-income single mothers (2).  They have a lack of morale principles (1 in Sortavala and 1 in Saint-Petersburg), are asocial (1 in Petrozavodsk, 2  in Saint-Petersburg), “smart” (1 in Viborg) or, on the contrary, with low intellect (3 experts in Sortavala and Viborg).

According to family status, pimps can be single or married (1+1 expert in Saint-Petersburg).  In Saint-Petersburg they are characterized as perverted, they are homosexual (3), pedophiles (2) drug addicts (3). On the contrary, in Viborg and in Saint-Petersburg they are “various normal” people (correspondingly 3 and 1 expert).  They are of a Russian nationality (1 expert in Saint-Petersburg), sometimes they come from other Russian cities (1 in Sortavala) or from Caucasus (1 expert in Saint-Petersburg). 

According to social and professional status they are don’t have permanent employment (10, in all studied cities except for Saint-Petersburg) or employees of hotels (12 except for Viborg), restaurants (2 in Sortavala and Petrozavodsk), police department ( 2 in Sortavala and Petrozavodsk), especially road police (1 expert in Sortavala), cab drivers (9 in all cities except for Viborg), security guards working for dancing and hotels (10), teachers of boarding schools (1 in Saint-Petersburg).  Market salesmen (1 expert in each Saint-Petersburg and Petrozavodsk), drug dealers (2 in Sortavala and Viborg), prostitutes (7 in each cities), professional bandits (6 in Viborg and Saint-Petersburg are mention among pimps.

 According to financial situation, the pimps can be not wealthy (1 in Petrozavodsk), eager to get rich (4 in all cities except for Saint-Petersburg) or extremely wealthy (3 in Viborg and Saint-Petersburg).  

5.2.5. Usage of mass media

Establishing a contact with clients is normally done through newspaper adds, informing about services, such as “escort services”.  This channel of information flow is more frequently used in Petrozavodsk (10), rarely in Saint-Petersburg (2).  In Petrozavodsk advertisement of such services is also conducted through TV (2). Internet site in Saint-Petersburg contains this type of information.  3 experts and 1 child informed of it.  

5.2.6. Search of children-prostitutes conducted by foreigners

The most simplified form of establishing contacts with foreigners is selection and transportation of children on highways (3 experts in Sortavala and Viborg). Frequently foreigners conduct advanced search, asking hotel employees and bartenders for assistance (10 experts in all studied cities). Information about children-prostitutes is transmitted through the word of mouth (14 experts; it happens more rarely in Petrozavodsk where dispatch network is underdeveloped, and also 2 children in Saint-Petersburg).

5.3. Places of providing sex services to foreigners

All places of providing sex services to foreigners can be divided into nearby places which can also be places of contacts and remote. 

The leading role in places of the first kind can be given to hotels (38 experts in all cities). They are followed by automobiles (21 expert, rarely in Petrozavodsk and Saint-Petersburg), places near streets, roads, gas stations (16 experts), rooms near restaurants (18), near bars (11 experts), near marketplaces (5 experts in Petrozavodsk and Viborg), entrances of apartment complexes next to railway stations (4 experts in Viborg and 1 child in Saint-Petersburg) and next to metro stations (3 experts in Saint-Petersburg), toilets at railway stations (homosexual services, 2 children in Saint-Petersburg), cafeteria facilities (3 experts in Sortavala and Viborg), dancing (1 expert in each Petrozavodsk and Saint-Petersburg). Some places of providing sex services are found only in individual cities and absent in other. For example, facilities of specialized clubs are used only in Saint-Petersburg (1 expert and 2 children), casino and waterfronts – only in Viborg (correspondingly 1 and 3 experts), dorms and parks – only in Petrozavodsk (1 expert each). 

Apartments dominate among remote places of providing sex services (29 experts in all cities, 7 children in Saint-Petersburg).  Private saunas (16 experts in all cities), country homes (1 expert in Sortavala, 2 in Viborg, 1 child in Petrozavodsk) and even health care and recreation centers (1 child in Petrozavodsk) are used for this purpose.  

5.4. Control of illegal structures

5.4.1. Organized crime

Children-prostitutes are not aware of existing of such structures in their field of activity, but they mention (2 in Saint-Petersburg) the need to pay a part of the income to the security.

 Many experts are convinced that organization of such business is a work of “Mafia” (1 in Sortavala, 2 in Viborg, 1 in Petrozavodsk).  In order to prove it, they talk about expenses for rent (5 experts in all cities except Sortavala), major burglary cases (1 expert in Sortavala), paying for security services by prostitutes (each 1 in Viborg and Saint-Petersburg) or by pimps ( 1 in Viborg, 2 in Sortavala).

In general, in all studied cities, 31 experts gave negative answers to these questions.  Sometimes the motive was that this type of activity violates norms of criminal society and is not cost-effective in comparison with other sources of income of Russian criminal organizations.  Among those who denied it, 7 were uncertain.  Of 37 experts who believe in participation of criminal structures in organization of providing sex services to foreigners; 12 were uncertain.  It is necessary to emphasize that 2 experts (in Sortavala and Saint-Petersburg convinced us that they didn’t experience any fear discussing this question. 

In Sortavala (3) and Viborg (2) experts pointed out to a link of child sex services to drug business and illegal currency transactions.  

5.4.2. Corrupt governmental structures

Participation of police in providing of sex services to foreigners in Saint-Petersburg in the form of connivance and concealing the facts was mentioned by experts (3) as well as by children (3). Saint-Petersburg experts mention participation of people employed with education system in child prostitution business.

 Question about government agencies involvement into child prostitution caused contradictictory opinions among experts.  21 expert consider it to be reality (although 10 of them do not insist on being right). Their opinions are based on connivance toward existence of apartments-rap parlors and illegal currency transactions (1 expert each in Sortavala).  It is implied that child prostitution becomes a stable source of income of currency for corrupt governmental bureaucrats (5 experts in Viborg).  They provide protection for an exchange (2 experts in Viborg and Petrozavodsk), including legal (1 expert in Viborg) and conveying timely information (1 expert in Viborg), using immunity of a deputy (1 expert, also in Viborg). 37 experts answered “no” to this question.  Of them 11 were not convinced if they answered correctly. 1 expert mentioned fear while he was discussing this issue (in Sortavala).

5.5. Economics.

5.5.1. Payment for services of children-prostitutes

According to children-prostitutes, sometimes they make very little profit – “just enough to buy food” (1 in Sortavala), or in case of drug addiction – “only for a shot” (of heroine – I.G.) (1 in Viborg). Quite often they receive payments in kind in a form of treats, clothes (1 in Sortavala, 3 in Saint-Petersburg).  4 experts mentioned treats and gifts as forms of payment.  If alcoholic parents are also pimps, they payment is often equals to a bottle of vodka (2 experts). 

According to experts, payments can be beggarly, less than received by adults (2 in Sortavala).  Payment level varies in all studied cities.  The lowest amount of a straight sex contact equals to less than 1 USD, highest is 500-1000 USD.  Besides there is a common practice of  “selling” a child to a foreigner for his total stay in Russia (from 2-3 days to 3-4 weeks).  The price for such services equals 150 USD.  In Saint-Petersburg all payments are conducted mainly in USD, in other studied cities – in Finnish marks.

5.5.2. Cost-effectiveness of child sex services

Formal results of expert assessments (table 5.1.) show that in this business the main part of expenses are made up by expenses for a child-prostitute.  Majority of money is spent for security purposes , insignificant amount is spent for facilities, services and provision for contacts. Hence, pure income in this business does not exceed 26%. 

However, organizational expenses and income vary in different cities.  Expenses for organization and income are significantly higher in big cities (Saint-Petersburg and Petrozavodsk) than in smaller ones (Viborg and Sortavala.

Table 5.1.

	Expert assessment of cost-effectiveness of child sex services to foreigners 

А. In all studies cities  

	Expenditures and income
	Х
	σ

	Expenditures:
	
	

	– for a child
	53,8
	38,2

	– for facilities, services 
	6,3
	8,8

	– for providing security 
	14,2
	18,4

	– for organization of business 
	6,7
	2,5

	Income of organizers
	25,5
	6,3

	B. In individual cities

	Expenditures and income
	Cities
	р<

	
	Saint-Petersburg
	Viborg
	Petrozavodsk
	Sortavala
	

	
	Х
	σ
	Х
	σ
	Х
	σ
	Х
	σ
	

	Business expenditures
	15,0
	7,1
	0,0
	0,0
	15,0
	15,0
	7,3
	13,3
	0,001

	Income of organizers
	50,0
	45,8
	20,0
	44,7
	45,0
	0,0
	21,0
	20,5
	0,05


* nominations of % evaluation scale 

6. EFFECTIVENESS OF MEASURES OF SOCIAL CONTROL

Evaluating the effectiveness of work of governmental and social agencies in terms of control over child prostitution, 31 expert mentioned their incapacity to influence the situation.  In Sortavala 3 experts mentioned absence of such organizations and services.  15 experts informed that these organizations (services) have a shallow approach toward this problem and are unable to cope with it.  They are either being confronted by organized crime or simply not interested.

On the other hand, 16 experts stated that the existing structures are capable to work toward prevention of child prostitution and conduct social rehabilitation of the children involved.  But there are certain conditions to be met:  they will do it (3), receive proper funding (4), work will be properly organized (2) and coordinated (2).  Besides, 3 experts mentioned that such services are obliged to implement work connected with child prostitution prevention and have all necessary reserves for it.  Saint-Petersburg experts (3) also talked about a need to make changes in government policies and legislation on childhood protection issues.

CONCLUSION

Summarizing the review of child prostitution with involvement of foreigners in Northwest Russia it is necessary to emphasize that this problem for sure exists,  but it does not draw much attention of social control agencies and organizations located in the area of study. The research presented in the report was not intended to define the parameters of distribution of this phenomenon and is not statistical.

 In accordance with widespread opinion , child prostitution cases, especially with involvement of foreigners, are represented by single and uncommon facts.  However, the wideness of the organizational structures mentioned above, geography, representation of various spheres of social life question this statement. 

Dispersion and a high level of social danger connected with child prostitution call for a need to conduct further studies of this issue not only on a descriptive level as it was outlined in the materials of the current research, but also on a deeper analytical level.  Making progress in decline of child prostitution becomes quite problematic without conducting those studies.  

15.05.2000

I.N. Gurvich

Annex 1. 
Legislative acts qualifying child prostitution in the russian empire and in the soviet russia.

1.1. Code of the Russian Empire

Chapter nine. About punishments for crimes against family
Chapter three About seduction and rape

Art. 674. If someone in debauch conceives (with) children and will murder those children either on his own or using another person, will be sentenced like a murderer.

Art. 675. For rape of a married woman, a widow and seduction of a minor or adult virgin, the convicts are to be deprived of all property rights, punished with a whip and lagged.

1.2. Criminal code of RF 1922 

Chapter 5. Crimes against life

Clause 4. Sex crimes

Art. 166. Sex with minors leads to a sentence for no less than three years with strict isolation. 

Art. 167. Sex with minors followed by seduction, receiving sexual satisfaction in perverse forms leads to a sentence for no less than five years. 

Art. 168. Sexual seduction of children or minors is sentenced for imprisonment for no less than five years.

Art. 169. Rape – sex accompanied by physical violence or by using unconscious state of the victim is sentenced to imprisonment for no less than 3 years. 

If rape was the cause for victim’s suicide, the sentence will be no less than five years.

Art. 170. Urging into prostitution out of individual’s personal interest, conducted via physical or psychological violence is sentenced to imprisonment for no less than three years with strict isolation.

Art. 171. Bawdry, maintaining brothels and recruitment of women for prostitution is sentenced to imprisonment for no less than three years and total or partial confiscation of property. 

If the persons involved into prostitution were under custody or submission to the accused, or if they are minors, the sentence is no less than five years of imprisonment. 

Annex 2

metdodology of research

2.1. Screening questionnaire for risk group children 

Form:1.

Project: Child prostitution
City code

Saint-Petersburg

Viborg

Petrozavodsk

Sortavala

Screening questionnaire-interview for risk group children

Questions of survey

1. Your age (Fill in your complete age) _________

2. Did you ever have sexual contacts with adult men (women) 

	1. Yes, I did 
	2. No, I didn’t


Next questions 3-6 only for children who had previous experience of sexual contacts with adults.

 We will mentioned various kinds of sexual contacts.  Have you ever participated in them? (you can mark more than one answer)

1. Petting of open parts of the body (unclothed) 

2. Petting or staring at body parts normally covered by clothes

3. Inserting of a penis into natural parts of the body (vagina, anus, ear, mouth)

3. Have you ever received gifts of money for participation in sexual contacts with adults? 

	1. Yes, I have 
	2. No, I have not


4. Have your relatives, friends or acquaintances received money or gifts for your participation in sexual contacts? 

	      1. Yes, they have

	      2. No, they have not

	      3. I don’t know


5. Were any of the adults who you had sexual contacts with foreigners (people who couldn’t speak good Russian or didn’t speak Russian) 

1. No

2. Sometimes

3. Constantly

identificational characteristics of a child involved in providing sex services to foreingners (to be filled out only for children identified by Questionnaire #1)

1. Last and first name ___________________________________________

2. Home address (for those who have families___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Telephone number________________________________________________

4. Permanent residence in the meantime

1. Home, at the stated address

2. In educational/correctional facility (fill in the name, address and telephone number) ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Other (fill in the address, telephone number) ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Code of the child________________________

2.2. Resource guide to the interviews with experts

Form: 2.

Project: Child prostitution

City code:

1. Saint-Petersburg 

2. Viborg

3. Petrozavodsk

4. Sortavala

Resource guide to semi-standard interview with experts. 

I. Information about expert 

II. First, Last, Middle name(fill in) ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________)

1. Field of activity

1. Health care

2. Police 

3. Department of justice and investigations (court, DA’s office)

4.  Educational institutions

5. Government agencies 

6. Local self-governing organizations

7. Social agencies 

8. Other (fill in) _______________________________

2. Position
3.
Director

2.
Department manager

1.
 Staff member

3. Track record in the related field
	1. Less than 1 year 
	4. Less than 10 years

	2. Less than 3 years
	5. Over 10 years

	3. Less than 5 years
	


4. Sex

	1. Male
	2. Female


5. Sources of information about child prostitution (you can mark more than one answer
1. Personal/professional activities 

2. Information via official channels 

3. Information coming from informal conversations at work 

4. Information from official sources 

II. Main block of questions

1. Does child prostitution with involvement of children younger than 12 .o. exist within your occupational field? ___________________________________________________________

(If the answer is “no”, move to question 2) 

2.  Does teen prostitution with involvement of minors younger than 18 y. o. exist within your occupational field? ___________________________________________________________

(If the answer is “no”, the interview is to be discontinued)

3. Is it possible to separate child and teen prostitution based on the information you have? ___________________________________________________________

4. Are foreigners involved into child prostitution within your occupational field? ___________________________________________________________

Attention!

Next questions are for those applicants who answered “yes” to the question of involvement of foreigners.  If the answer was no, the interview is to be discontinued

5.   Name the countries of origin of foreigners involved into using services of children-prostitutes. ___________________________________________________________

6.   Are there any illegal structures within your organization whose activities include providing child sex services to foreigners? ___________________________________________________________

This question is for those who answered “yes” to the previous question.

7.   Please describe those structures and channels_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8.   Name the “types” (i.e. typical social characteristics of individuals) who urge children into prostitution with foreigners on a regular basis _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

9.   Make an attempt to give a verbal description (general description) of children urged to prostitution with foreigners (sex, age, family characteristics, mental and physical development, circle of interests) _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

10.   Describe the methods, means and channels throw which the information reaches foreigners who use children-prostitutes. _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

11.   Name places where the foreigners receive such services (apartment complexes, hotels, saunas, restaurants)

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

12.   Please mark the cost of child sex services (в $).

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

13.   Define approximate correlation between income from child sex services to foreigners (in %, rounded to 10%)

А) Expenditures for the child itself_____________________________

B) Expenditures for facilities and relevant services_________________________________________

C) Expenditures for security (guards, bribes) _______________________________________________

D) Expenditures for organization of business _________________________

E) Income of organizers __________________________________

______________

100%

14.   Please tell us your opinion about reasons why children agree to provide sex services to foreigners.  Answering to this question, prioritize the reasons in accordance with their importance from 1 to 5

1. Financial interest of the child (money, gifts, clothes, treats etc.) _______________________________

2. Forcing from business organizers _______________________________________________

3. "Moral depravity" of a child______________________________________________

4.  Habit (Early professionalism)________

________________________________________________________

5. Understanding of his actions by a child due to mental retardation __________________
________________________________________________________
15.   Please tell us your opinion about outer reasons which facilitate involvement of a child into prostitution with foreigners.  Prioritize your answers according to their importance (meaning) from 1 to 5. 

1. General situation in the country _____________________________

2. Financial difficulties of people _______________________

3. Media activities __________________________________________

4. Deficiencies in work of educational institutions ___________________________________________

5. Family problems _________________________________________________

16.   Is child prostitution within the field of activities of your agency linked to a criminal world?_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Next question for those who answered “yes” to he previous question.  The rest should move to question 18.

Describe the nature of this connection (organizations, channels of influence, individual character ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

17.   Do you believe child prostitution with foreigners within the field of activity of your organization is linked to corrupt governmental structures? _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Next question is for those who answered “yes” to the previous question. The rest should move to question 20. 

18.   Describe characteristics of this connection (structures, channels of influence, individual character) _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

19.   Do you believe the existing NGO’s can effectively resist involvement of children into prostitution with foreigners? _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Thank you!

 At the end, please inform us about the children involved into sex services to foreigners on the beat of your service (organization). 

III. Identification forms for children involved into sex services for foreigners.

1. Surname, name_____________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

2. Age __________________________________________________

3. Home address (for those who have a parental household)________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Current constant whereabouts:

1. At home, address shown above

2. At the educational, correctional facility (give name, address and phone number of the facility)______________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Unknown.

Child code number:______
1. Surname, name_____________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

2. Age __________________________________________________

3. Home address (for those who have a parental household)________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Current constant whereabouts:

1. At home, address shown above

2. At the educational, correctional facility (give name, address and phone number of the facility)______________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Unknown.

Child code number:______
1. Surname, name_____________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

2. Age __________________________________________________

3. Home address (for those who have a parental household)________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Current constant whereabouts:

1. At home, address shown above

2. At the educational, correctional facility (give name, address and phone number of the facility)______________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Unknown.

Child code number:______
1. Surname, name_____________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

2. Age __________________________________________________

3. Home address (for those who have a parental household)________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Current constant whereabouts:

1. At home, address shown above

2. At the educational, correctional facility (give name, address and phone number of the facility)______________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Unknown.

Child code number:______
1. Surname, name_____________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

2. Age __________________________________________________

3. Home address (for those who have a parental household)________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Current constant whereabouts:

1. At home, address shown above

2. At the educational, correctional facility (give name, address and phone number of the facility)______________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Unknown.

Child code number:______
1. Surname, name_____________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

2. Age __________________________________________________

3. Home address (for those who have a parental household)________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Current constant whereabouts:

1. At home, address shown above

2. At the educational, correctional facility (give name, address and phone number of the facility)______________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Unknown.

Child code number:______
2.3. “Case” study chart

Form 3.

Project name: Child Prostitution.

Case study chart.

City Code:

1. St. Petersburg

2. Viborg

3. Petrozavodsk

4. Sortavala

I. Child identification characteristics.

1. Surname, name_____________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

2. Age __________________________________________________

3. Home address (for those who have a parental household)________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Current constant whereabouts:

1. At home, address shown above

2. At the educational, correctional facility (give name, address and phone number of the facility)______________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Unknown.

Child code number:______
II. Child information (filled in according to questioning information and documents available).

1. Gender

	1. Male
	2. Female 


2. Age (full years)

	1. 4 years old and less
	7. 10 years old

	2. 5 years old
	8. 11 years old

	3. 6 years old
	9. 12 years old

	4. 7 years old
	10. 12 to 14 years old 

	5. 8 years old
	11. 14 to 18 years old

	6. 9 years old
	


3. Age of first sexual contact

	1. 4 years old and less
	7. 10 years old

	2. 5 years old
	8. 11 years old

	3. 6 years old
	9. 12 years old

	4. 7 years old
	10. 12 to 14 years old 

	5. 8 years old
	11. 14 to 18 years old

	6. 9 years old
	


4. How long ago did the child sexually serve the foreigners 

	1. Less than 3 months ago
	4. 1 year to 3 years ago

	2. 3 to 6 months ago
	5. 3 and more years ago

	3. 6 to 12 months ago
	


5. The most recent paid sexual contact with a foreigner happened:

1. Less than 3 months ago

2. 3 to 6 months ago

3. 6 to 12 months ago

4. More than a year ago

6. Assessment of mental development

1. Retarded

2. According to age

3. Ahead of age

4. Deformation (mental disease, mattoidity, neglect)

7. Assessment of physical development.

1.  Retardation

2. According to age

3. Ahead of age

4. Deformation (chronic diseases, physical defects, deformities)
8. Child’s perception of own sexual activity

1. Absent

2. Partly present

3. Fully present

9. Child’s assessment of own sexual activity.

1. Positive

2. Neutral (careless)

3. Negative

10.   Parental household is really…

1. …existent

2. …absent

POINTS 11-13 ONLY FOR THOSE HAVING A PARENTAL HOUSEHOLD

11.   Family structure (“who is bringing the child up”)

1. Father

2. Stepfather

3. Mother

4. Stepmother

5. Grandfather

6. Grandmother

7. Elder sibs

8. Other relatives

9. Other non-relative family members

12.   Alcohol and drug addiction in the parental household

2.  Is seen

1. Is not seen

13.  Parental household members involved in criminal activity

2. Is seen

1.  Is not seen

III. Child living conditions (filled in only after home study).

1. Parental household financial situation

	1. Beggary
	3. Poverty

	2. Indigence
	4. Thrift


2. Household improvement assessment

3. High

2. Medium

1. Low

3.  Assessment of how the child is provided with…

	
	High

3
	Medium

2
	Low

1

	1. …housing
	
	
	

	2. …clothing
	
	
	

	3. …nutrition
	
	
	

	4. …books
	
	
	

	5. …games
	
	
	

	6. …contacts with children of its age
	
	
	

	7. …out-of-home entertainment
	
	
	


4.  School-going is

	3. Regular

	2. Irregular

	1. Absent


5.  Parental household psychological atmosphere assessment

1. Tensed, hostile, full of conflicts

2. Easy, careless

3. Warm, friendly, kind

6.  Short summary of an interview made with the parental household adult members regarding why, by what means and how the child is used for sex services to foreigners.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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