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Summary of research results 

The ‘Children in Street Prostitution’ report is the result of years of systematic observations, discussions and interviews.  The author has an in-depth insight into the prostitution and drug scene along the German-Czech border through her work with the social project KARO.  Her report gives, for the first time, a detailed picture of the commercial sexual exploitation of children in this region, heavily frequented by German tourists.  It shows the scale of the business and the conditions in which its victims live. The conclusions are harrowing: In the German-Czech border region, a flourishing commerce in child sexual exploitation has developed. Since 1996, KARO staff have observed about 500 girls and boys who are in prostitution. 

The KARO project

The KARO social project has been working since 1994 on both sides of the German-Czech border.  Five social workers look after the women and children in prostitution  on the streets, distribute condoms and information on AIDS prevention in brothels, and support women and children who seek a way out of the prostitution.  Help and advice is also given through the advice centre in Cheb (Eger) which opened in 1996, as well as the KARO office in the Saxon town of Plauen. The KARO project is financed (until 2004) by EU funds and a subsidy of the Federal State of Saxon. KARO is a member organisation of ECPAT Germany.

Since 1996, information has been systematically gathered on the scale of child prostitution in the German-Czech border region in the district of Karlovy Vary (Karlsbad). In addition to close observation of around 500 sexual exploited children and youth , more than 200 interviews were conducted between October 1998 and June 2003. The interviewees included 40 children and young people between the ages of 6 and 17 years, 100 adults in prostitution in the region, 11 staff of social institutions, 10 policemen as well as 50 people at the border check points.

Child prostitution at the German-Czech border: the dimensions

The commercial sexual exploitation of children in the German-Czech border districts began to flourish in 1996 and has increased substantially in the years since. A key reason for the increasing demand is that larger numbers of tourists specifically request children. 

The children have been observed mainly along the Europastrasse  E48 and E49 and near the small connecting roads to the German border check points, as well as in the Czech towns near the border. The girls and boys hang out near petrol stations, bus stops and restaurants.  Within towns, they are found in parks, in front of supermarkets and the entrances of gambling halls and houses, and at the railway station.  In one small town children were observed showing themselves in the windows of a brothel-like institution.  In some areas, the children wait for tourists in cars or by windows. Women holding babies and small children have also been seen touting for pedosexuals from Germany.

Small babies and children up to six years of age are usually offered to tourists by women. Children older than seven years are usually accompanied by a male adolescent or an adult. In parking lots and in front of supermarkets, one frequently sees small children who address only German men (“can you take me with you for a while?”) or who beg for money or food (“can you buy me an ice-cream?”).  Many of the children get inside the cars of German tourists and drive away with them. Older children from eight years on negotiate prices and sexual services.  They offer themselves with questions such as: “Do you want sex? Do you want to be sucked? Do you want to fuck?”

The men usually drive with their victim to a place they are familiar with, where they will not be observed. These places may be on the outskirts of a town, in nearby forests, near parks, in isolated garages or empty side-streets. Or the abusers go with their victims – sometimes accompanied by a pimp – to a nearby flat.

The victims

The 40 children and young people who were interviewed for the study come from socially disadvantaged  families in the regions of West-Bohemia, North-Bohemia, South-Bohemia and Slovakia. Their parents are mostly unemployed, many of them are drug and/or alcohol addicts, some of them are in prison. The children stand out because of their neglected appearance; they only rarely attend school, and it is their daily occupation to assure the income of their family.

The children interviewed spoke only reluctantly about their families.  Many of them were raped or sexually abused before they became involved in commercial sexual exploitation.  Poverty, sexual abuse and family obligation are the main reasons given by children for entering into prostitution. Twelve-year-old Karel describes the motivating force of poverty: “Before I used to beg from the Germans in their cars. We have no money at home.  Then I just drove away with them.”

The children usually receive between 5 to 25 euros in payment.  Sometimes they just receive sweets. Some sex tourists take the children for a meal or give financial support to their families. “Sometimes K. sleeps in our place and then he goes shopping with my mum,” says 13-year-old Petr.

All of the children interviewed said they had been subjected to violence by their pimps and the sex tourists. Their faces are beaten, they are pulled by the hair and kicked.  The social workers often found bad bruises and even severe cuts on their genital organs.  On some occasions the German pedocrimals left the children naked at the places where they abused them. One child was left behind in chains. “A German chained me in his car and sealed my mouth,” said 11-year-old Antonin. Girls, in particular, report the use of violence in their families. “When my father and my brother are drunk they always beat me,” said Danka, 14. 

The pimps  

The pimps that were observed come from the Czech Republic and the Slovak Republic. There were also some isolated cases of Vietnamese pimps.  From interviews with adult women in prostitution and tourists, it appears that are often used by organised structures as intermediaries. In many cases, the pimps are family members of the victim: mothers, grandmothers, other family members or acquaintances.  Some of the mothers are themselves prostitutes. “My mum told me how I have to do it” said ten-year-old Iveta.  Elder children who have worked in the business for some time are used as chaperons, and have to teach the younger ones. 

The offenders

The offenders are mainly Germans from the border regions of Bavaria and Saxon – recognisable by their car plates. But increasingly, there are tourists from all over Germany, Austria and Italy. Cars with US plates have even been observed.  The tourists usually come alone in cars, although sometimes they are in small buses with blinded windows.  They range in age between 18 and 80 years and include the groomed as well as the shabbily dressed.  Some come as many as several times a week.  Their explanation as to why they sexually abuse children is that with young prostitutes they do not have to fear contracting a venereal disease or HIV/AIDS.  

The trafficking and sale of children

The study gave clear indications that organized trafficking in children exists. Children from other regions of the Czech Republic and from Central and Eastern European States are trafficked to the border regions, or from there to Germany, in order to be sexually exploited.  Children from remote areas of the Czech Republic, the Slovak Republic and other countries such as Moldova, Ukraine, Lithuania and the Russian Federation were observed and questioned.  Their statements and, in particular, the interviews with adult prostitutes, made it clear that gangs of pimps systematically drag minors to the German-Czech border regions and force them into prostitution.  

A girl from Moravia told a member of KARO that an acquaintance of her family took her away from home.  Near the German-Czech border, she was put together with other 12–14 year-old children in a room.  Her pimp offered her for prostitution on the street. After the conversation with KARO the girl disappeared. When asked where she was now, the adult prostitutes, who were working nearby, simply answered: “sold”.

Some of the prostitutes have already worked in several European countries. Marketa, from North Bohemia, was sold into prostitution when she was 14 years old.  First she worked in a brothel in a Czech city, then trafficked to several different places, finally to end up to the German-Czech border region.  Later on, she and some other girls crossed the border into Germany by taxi and went on to Strasbourg, where pimps forced her into street prostitution.

Several of the children interviewed said they had been in France with their pimps or the sex tourists. Some spend the weekend or longer with the pedosexuals in Germany.  Six-year-old Frantisek said: “Sometimes I go with the Germans over the border. Then we go to the forest and my mum also comes with us”.

(All the names of people involved have been changed.)
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