Conference „Helping Child Victims of Crime” 
Warsaw, Oct. 25-26, 2004 
The conference “Helping Child Victims of Crime” – organized by the Ministry of Justice, the Office of the Capital City of Warsaw, and the Nobody’s Children Foundation – deals with problems related to protecting children from abuse and violence and to improving the treatment of children who participate in legal procedures. Disclosing a crime against a child and the resulting legal intervention may lead to severe retraumatization experienced by the child victim, who cannot understand the legal procedures, is scared of an unfamiliar situation, and suffers from strong psychological stress caused by recalling the traumatic events. The organizers hope that the conference will not only help identify and describe such threats to children, but also summarize a stage in the process of implementing solutions aimed at improving the situation of child victims of crime. 
At a ceremony held on February 22, co-organized by the Ministry of Justice and the Nobody’s Children Foundation, 2004 was announced the Year of Child Victims of Crime. This announcement was accompanied by the inauguration of several programs aimed at protecting children from crime and supporting children who participate in legal procedures. These programs include the “Child: Witness with Special Needs” social campaign, organized by the Nobody’s Children Foundation in cooperation with the Ministry of Justice. Child friendly interview rooms are being launched across Poland, on various institutions’ initiative. Educational programs are being provided, addressed to professionals and parents, whose help and support are essential for their children’s wellbeing.
Conference participants – judges, prosecutors, police officers, court guardians, psychologists acting as court experts, social workers, and employees of care and help institutions – will meet experts in psychology, criminology, sociology, and law from Poland, the UK, the US, the Netherlands, and France. They will learn about mechanisms of children’s psychological functioning as court witnesses, as well as techniques and rules of interviewing children and developing expert opinions in cases involving crimes against children. A broader context of such crimes will be also discussed, including legal procedures of child protection, systems of preventing sexual recidivism, experiences from interdisciplinary work of prosecutor’s offices, the police, the court, and child protection institutions. Governmental and parliamentary programs of protecting child victims of crime will be presented, as well as the benefits of child friendly interview rooms, including the one at “Mazowiecka” Help Center for Children in Warsaw, together with the principles of how to equip and use such places.
A “Warsaw Session” will be held during the conference, devoted to the development of the Warsaw help system for children. The session will be organized by the Social Policy Bureau of the Office of the Capital City of Warsaw.
The conference speakers will include Prof. Anna Brzezińska (Adam Mickiewicz University, Poznań, Poland), Prof. Anna Beisert (AMU, Poznań, Poland), Prof. Marian Filar (Nicolaus Copernicus University, Toruń, Poland), Pascale Breugnot (National Observatory of Children in Danger, France), Stuart Hyde (National Police Headquarters, the UK), judge Daniel Turbow (USA), and Karina Dekens (Dutch Police Training Center).
