Information on relevant NGO’s (non governmental organisations) working with children at risk

There are several non-governmental organisations in Norway working as support groups, advisors, direct helping services etc.

The PRO centre is a non-profit organisation that on the one hand is a competence centre in the field of prostitution. On the other hand the PRO centre is the official support organ for women and men with prostitution experience in the municipality of Oslo. The centre is financed with state and municipal funding. It has 15 employees and several voluntary workers.

As a national competence centre it will be both an advisory organ as well as having duties to pass on current knowledge on the theme nationally:

· Prostitution among women, men and children

· Reasons and detrimental results of prostitution

· Well accepted methods in the social work with individuals involved in prostitution

· Give expert advise

· Give response to individuals

Action of support for:

· individuals that need help and support

· warm places/localities to rest

· Active support among the individuals working as prostitutes 

· Projects and workshops 

SMI (Stiftelsen Støttesenter mot Incest) – Oslo

SMI is an organisation driven by and for victims of incest and mothers of children victims of incest. SMI offers support, active participation in the organisation and advice. The organisation is a supplement to and an alternative to other public Helping Services. It is financed by the municipality of Oslo and the Ministry of Children and Family affairs.

You can find the organisation on the following Internet address:

http://agora.oslo.kommune.no/oslohjelp/t10/omoss.asp
Fellesskap mot seksuelle overgrep

The foundation (charitable) was established in 1999 and its purpose is to act as a mediator and as a common ground for all support centres in the field of incest and sexual exploitation. In practice it acts as a place where all support centres can share experiences and knowledge and give inspiration to each other in their future work.  

http://www.noabuse.no/so/stiftelsen.htm
Stiftelsen Emmaprosjektet (The Foundation for the Emma project)? 
The foundation is conducted by persons that have themselves survived sexual abuse during their childhood. They work with children that have been sexually abused and they attempt at giving them protection, support and good treatment. In general, the foundation works with preventive measures against further sexual exploitation of children and its goal is to work against all sexual exploitation of children. The intentions globally is to take preventive actions against sexual abuse of children and to support other countries with measures based on own knowledge and resources in the fight against sexual exploitation of children. The information and teaching programs are given under the monologue “EMMA”. They introduce systematic teaching programs for adults that have responsibility for children in their work, either private or in schools. Silence protects the suppressers while openness protects the children. 

The Emma project works closely with politicians to the Norwegian Parliament, legal practitioners, expert groups as well as other associations and organisations.

http://www.emmaprosjektet.com
Save the Children 
Save the Children collaborate globally with other organisations under the general goal to secure all children’s rights. 

Save the Children is heavily involved in the work against sexual exploitation of children, which globally takes on many forms:

Save the Children contribute to the making aware of, information about and practical efforts against in their preventive work to fight all forms of sexual exploitation of children. 

Save the Children support measures that encourage rehabilitation and support to children that have already been exposed to sexual abuse.

They contribute with knowledge on the extent of sexual exploitation of children.

Save the Children support preventive measures in the work against children taking part in prostitution by giving children alternatives.

Save the Children fight against child pornography on the Internet, and they work towards easing the efforts by the police to defeat the distribution of child pornography.

Save the Children does preventive work with families and local societies by giving information to teachers and health workers that can contribute to a reduction of abuse.
http://www.savethechildren.no
The Regional Child Protection Research Units, (Barnevernets utviklingssenter BUS) are competence centres, established and mainly financed by the Ministry of Children and Family affairs and the Foundation Wøyen. The centres include 4 research units, covering 4 regions of Norway. The centres work with the Child protection services from different municipalities and county municipalities apart from institutions, voluntary and individual experts, on developments in the field and project activities. Their goal is to do research on topics within the child protection area (in a wide sense) and improve the competence in the field of child protection services. One of the four research units has become an integrated part of NOVA (Norwegian Social Research) as a research group at this institute (The group for research on child and youth protection).
http://bus.allforsk.ntnu.no
1. Important ongoing projects/research on children at risk.
NKS (Norske Kvinners Sanitetsforening)

The goal of this foundation is to mobilise voluntary work for a better and more secure society for among others children and young people.

Children and youth is the specific field of focus for the foundation in the years 2001 and 2002. They want to continue their engagement to work for better conditions for children to grow up in the society. The foundation focus on improving preventive health services, strengthening the treatment programs for children and youth suffering from bulimia and easing the every day life of children living with additional burdens.  

www.sanitetskvinnene.no
NOVA (Norwegian Social Research) do research in the fields of children and youth, the Child welfare services, the family, public policies etc. 

Current projects in the field of sexual exploitation of children:

FOBIK (Parents and children in mutual crisis), Mossige Svein is a research project that started in 1997. The project has two goals; to collect knowledge on families where sexual abuse is suspected to have happened, and to develop experience with various communication methods that can be offered to children and adults in such situations of crisis.    

Clinical psychologists and researchers have had the responsibility for therapeutic work and the research considered necessary to fulfil the goals of the project.

“Adolescence attitudes towards sexuality and sexual abuse” by Mossige, Svein.

The project focuses on attitudes and experiences related to youth sexuality. What are the attitudes among youth towards sexual activities, towards borderline sexual behaviour and acts of sexual offence? How should the attitudes be perceived and do ordinary youth report on own sexual activities that correlate with their attitudes towards sexual behaviour? Results show that among some adult men there are attitudes that have importance for the risk of committing acts of sexual violations towards children or other youth.

www.nova.no
Various ongoing projects:

“Children as witnesses” by Gamst, Kari Trøften and Langballe, Åse. 

University of Oslo, Science of Education, special pedagogics (Institutt for spesialpedagogikk).

The project intends to develop new forms of communication methods for children. The project will illuminate central theoretical aspects of communication that needs to enter into court hearings with children. The research is based on previous pilot studies leading to a development of new methods of communication with children. 

“The Deaf more exposed to sexual exploitation” by Kvam, Marit Hoem. Save the Children in Oslo, Norway. 

This study shows that adult deaf are three times as likely to be exposed to sexual exploitation than ordinary adults’. The results are the outcome of the survey “Are deaf and heavily hearing impaired children exposed to sexual exploitation?”, the first in its kind in Europe. The sample includes 431 deaf adults. The incidences of exploitation usually happen during deaf persons’ stay at boarding schools, and the offender is often an older co-student. 

“The Child protection services’ treatment of cases of sexual exploitation” is the work title on the ongoing dissertation work by Gudrun Brottvedt, University of Oslo, Institute of Criminology. 

Current debate:

Sex Trafficking. 

Sex trade with women – also called trafficking- has become one of the worlds largest illegal industries. Several million women are sold as trading goods in an industry that realises several hundred billions of Norwegian crones a year. 

The Legal Advice board for women together with Women’s Right’s studies at the University of Oslo and the Norwegian female lawyer’s association (NKJF) arrange a meeting to debate these problems at the University of Oslo, Norway on Thursday the 10th of October 20002.   
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