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News Release 
Kids First Fund Commits to Establish Shelter 

for Abused Children and their Mothers in Rural Latvia

Letter of agreement launches joint venture with Latvian Children’s Fund and Dardedze Center Against Abuse. 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin (December 14, 2005) . . . The Kids First Fund has committed to a partnership with the Latvian Children’s Fund and the Dardedze Center Against Abuse to establish a residential shelter for abused children and their mothers in the Latgale region of Latvia.    

As part of its commitment with the two Latvia-based non-profit organizations, the Kids First Fund will provide up to US$120,000 for the development of this new shelter.  The site for the facility is still under consideration and may involve the renovation of an existing structure or the construction of a new building in Latgale 

The Latgale Family Shelter will provide residential shelter for a minimum of 24 mothers and children.  Latgale, a region in southeast Latvia, is among the poorest sections of the country, with unemployment in some areas exceeding 40 percent.  In addition to providing residential shelter for mothers and children, the Latgale Family Shelter will be an educational resource for child abuse issues. 

Oversight of the project will be undertaken by a newly established Latvian-based non-government organization (NGO).  This NGO, to be developed by the Latvia Children’s Fund, will include representatives from the three founding organizations.  The Dardedze Center Against Abuse (Riga) would be responsible for shelter operations and administration. 

“This agreement is an exciting step in providing much-needed resources for abused children in Latvia,” explained Jay Sorensen, Kids First Fund president and founder.  “We believe this will be the first residential shelter specifically built to serve mothers and children in Latgale, offering a new model to address child abuse issues.”
About the Kids First Fund.  The Kids First Fund helps abused and abandoned children.  We protect children from abuse.  We empower young adults with a positive future.  We strengthen families.  We build awareness of child abuse.  We operate in countries where resources are very limited.  Current projects provide support for children in the democratic republic of Latvia located on the Baltic Sea.  The Kids First Fund supports programs to educate child welfare professionals such as police officers, judges, social workers and prosecutors on child abuse issues.  Direct assistance is also provided to centers providing care for abused children.  The Kids First Fund is a very efficient non-profit organization and does not incur any expenses since all staffing and services are donated.  Learn more at www.KidsFirstFund.org.
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