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Measures to put a stop to child sex trafficking
Children must be protected from all forms of sexual exploitation. In addition to conferring on children rights of their own, the Convention on the Rights of the Child requires that we give children special support. Efforts must be made to introduce this approach in all sectors and at all levels of society. These were among the conclusions of the Second World Congress against Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children.

Assembled at the congress in Yokohama, Japan, were governments, voluntary organisations and private companies from all over the world, For four days they discussed the most effective ways of stopping child trafficking, child pornography and child prostitution. The Swedish delegation was headed by the minister responsible for children's affairs, Ingela Thalén. Other members included Chris Heister, Moderate Party member of the Riksdag and Maja Frankel of the Swedish School Students' Union. 
"The international community's vigorous repudiation of trafficking in children for sexual purposes is a significant step forward," said Ingela Thalén. "Together, the first world congress in Stockholm and the present one have given us more knowledge and information about current trends and how to combat them," she added. 
The Stockholm Declaration and Agenda for Action underlined the importance of tackling the root causes of child sex trafficking. Measures are required to combat poverty, discrimination, HIV/AIDS and criminality. Children caught up in armed conflict are another risk group. The Declaration contains the following points: 
· Improved access to education aimed particularly at young girls and designed to reduce the risk of their being forced into the child sex trade. The provision of support to socially deprived families.

· The establishment of regional, national and international networks among all those involved, from public authorities to voluntary organisations and NGOs to the children themselves.

· The need to stop child pornography on the Internet.

· The importance of drawing up regional and national action plans.
"The conclusions of the Second World Congress against Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children, underline the importance of cooperation, active participation by children in efforts to stop trafficking and the need for preventive measures," said Ingela Thalén. "However, we must also protect children and ensure that children who are being are able to recover from their experiences," she added. "Information and education are also vital in this connection; the facts about sexual exploitation for commercial purposes must be made more widely known," she said.

The minister concluded by saying that the Swedish Action Plan, which had recently been updated, provided for the establishment of a working party with instructions to chart the prevalence of sexual exploitation of children in Sweden and ensure that networks embracing authorities and voluntary organisations were established. These were also regarded as important tasks by the present world congress.
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