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“Current Situation and problems of child sexual abuse and other forms of violence against child in Lithuania. Implementation of the National Programme for Prevention of Children Commercial Sexploitation and Sexual Abuse”. 

The issues of violence against children, children commercial and sexual abuse have become an urgent social, pedagogical, psychological and legal problem of today’s society. 

The classical definition of sexual abuse identifies it as a form of violence, when a child is forced to please sexual needs of an adult person. The adult misuses child’s feelings of love, dependency and trust and, therefore, satisfies his needs of power, might and the wish of having somebody obeying him or her. Such acts against a child imperil the whole basis of a child’s life and development as well as the damage it does to the child’s soul. 

Lithuania and other countries face various difficulties when tackling the problems of child sexual abuse in their efforts to stop the further spread of abuse. 

1. Scale of child sexual abuse. 

It is hard to determine the scale of child sexual abuse as the offender and child are in many cases closely related.  Data from Lithuania and other foreign countries prove that children usually experience violent maltreatment (and sexual abuse) in their family or in their familiar environment, and only in one out of ten cases they have not met the offender before. 

In Lithuania information on the experienced maltreatment, sexual abuse and commercial sexual abuse of children is collected and processed by the institutions that are dealing with child rights protection – police, courts, health care institutions, local and city municipal child rights protection services and various non-governmental organisations. The available information is diverse and not precise, and for this reason,  there is a requirement for conducting scientific research  in order to identify the scale of the problem , to formulate state policy regarding the issue, and to utilise the current resources as well as raising appropriate public awareness of maltreated children. 

2. Identification of sexually abused children and establishment of prevention system. 

Identification of sexually abused children is one of the most complicated problems. Examination of possible incidents of child abuse by way of physical punishment presents an acute and difficult issue. 

When examining cases of physical or sexual abuse one should be careful as far the case may represent an accidental offence. Thorough investigation is needed in order to distinguish between accidental and deliberate offences. 

The issue of child abuse identification compels us to establish a system of approaches and an implementation mechanism that would make a more effective examination possible. 

3. Consequences of sexual abuse for physical, mental and social development of a child.

Previously experienced abuse, especially sexual abuse, causes serious long-term and even life-threatening consequences for the physical, mental and social evolution of a child. In Lithuania a child, who has experienced abuse, usually is detached from the family and is moved into child boarding institutions or another family. There is, however, an obvious lack of skilled support in this area.

4. Protection of child’s rights during a trial. 

Observing the provisions of Convention on Child Rights of the United Nations Organisation and the Declaration of the Stockholm World Congress against commercial sexual exploitation of children, Lithuania also aspires to improve its legal basis, i.e. to provide legal and organisational conditions in order to protect children against sexual abuse and commercial sexual abuse, as well as to defend child rights and their legitimate interests during a  trial. 

5. Commercial sexual abuse is related to crimes. 

Commercial sexual abuse is considered to be related to organised crime, when children get involved in prostitution and the pornography businesses and are involved in providing on-line sex and other sex related services. In accordance with both previous and current legislation in Lithuania regarding juvenile involvement in illegal pornography business, prostitution is considered to be a criminal activity and is punished by the law. 

Considerable assistance aimed at suspension of such criminal activities is rendered by way of international co-operation of police officers. Since 1991 Lithuania has become a full-member of International Criminal Police Organisation (Interpol), where the Republic of Lithuania is represented by National Interpol Office, where one officer is responsible for investigation of cases related to the child abuse cases. 

In order to resolve the above-mentioned issues Government of the Republic of Lithuania adopted Resolution Nr. 29 of 11 01 2000 that approved the National Programme against commercial sexual abuse of children. 

The strategic goal of the Programs is to establish a prevention system for children experiencing sexual assault and commercial sexual abuse. 

The Programme provides for training, legal, social, medical, organisational and informational means aimed at achieving its strategic goal and to provide officials with appropriate environment and methods in order to combat commercial sexploitation and sexual abuse of children. 

 The Programme views international co-operation as one of the most significant programme implementation measures.  This offers an opportunity for exchange of  experiences and provides officials with the most up to date  information and preventive measures in the field of sexploitation and sexual abuse of children. 

The Programme has already been implemented for one year, and 50 thousand LT of the State budget were allocated for administration of programme measures in 2000. 

Scientific methodological research that examines the scale of violence against children is being carried out at the moment. The data base on that issue is being created. 

In the course of implementation of the Programme, in 2000 the Ministry of the Interior organised a training course “Child Sexploitation and Abuse” for police officers working with children. The course was organised with the assistance of Police Academy of Nordic States. 

Since the beginning of 2000, every month Public Police Prevention Service of Police Department at the Ministry of the Interior and Children Support Centre organises workshops “School without Abuse” in various towns of the country. During these workshops teachers and police officers are provided with the information on the identification of a child who has experienced sexual abuse, the possibilities of his/her safety assurance, as well as possibilities for prevention and intervention against such phenomena. 

In 2000 The Law Institute and Crime Prevention Centre presented to the group of specialists working on the draft criminal code, their proposals regarding child sexploitation corpus delicti, the balance between systems and sanctions of punitive and educational measures. 

In the same year psychologists of the Training Psychology Centre at the Ministry of Education and science compiled informational materials for teachers and parents “Sexual Abuse of Children”, that was issued by Child Development Centre. In the future it is planned to work out recommendations for managers of educational institutions on the ways of identification of children who have experienced sexual abuse. 

In conclusion it should be noted that Lithuania has made her first steps towards putting a stop to child commercial sexploitation and sexual abuse. 
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