FORENSIC INTERVIEW – PHASES OF THE INTERVIEW

THE INTRODUCTION:

My name is… and my work is to talk to children.

The interview is videotaped and XXX are watching…

THE GROUND RULES:

I might ask the same question twice (I might not remember if I have asked it before)…

Let me know if you don’t understand the question…

Let me know if you don’t know the answer…

Let me know if you are not sure about the answer…

Correct me if I am incorrect about things you have told me…

TRUTH/LIES CEREMONY:

Tell me the difference between a truth and a lie

Make examples…

Ask the child to label statements as “truths” or “lies”…

If I say that… (for example you are a 40 years old woman) … is it true or not true? Repeat twice

Get a verbal agreement from the child to tell the truth…

THE PRACTICE INTERVIEW

Childs description of it’s home environment:

What’s your name, how old are you, when is your birthday…

Where do you live…

Who lives there with you…

How is it like in your apartment, who is in what room…

School and friends:

What’s your schools name…

What’s your teachers name…

What do you like most in school…

Who is your best friend…

CHILDS DEVELOPMENT AND UNDERSTANDING OF CONCEPTS:

Timing – use examples

Do you know how to count…

Tell me what time it is…

Days, months, season, what season is now…

Concepts – use examples

Colors…

Bigger than… smaller than…

Dry… wet…

Hard… soft…

Before… after

Over… under…

Inside… outside…

In front of… in back of…

Touch your nose…

Name body parts (picture)…

INTRODUCING THE TOPIC:

Introduce the topic with the least suggestive prompt. For example “Tell me why you are here today”.

Avoid words such as hurt, bad, or abuse.

THE FREE NARRATIVE

Prompt the child for a free narrative with general probes such as, “Tell me everything you can about that”

Encurage the child to continue with open-ended comments such as, “Than what?” or “Tell me more about that.”

IF NOT:

Your mother told me that you told her… (or I heard that something happened to you…), tell me about that…

QUESTIONING AND CLARIFICATION:

Cover topics in an order that builds on the child’s prior answers to avoid shifting topics during the interview. Clarify important terms and descriptions of events that appear inconsistent or improbable.

Where did it happen… description of the environment…

When did it happen… what time of the day… year…

What did he/she do… what did you do…

Did it happen before or after Christmas… dark or bright outside… school or vacation…

Was anyone else there…

What where you wearing…what did he/she wear

How could he/she do this if you where wearing clothes…

Did he/she say anything while this happened… what about after it happened…

Did it happen more than once… how often… when was the first time… when was the last time… 

COMPUTER (INTERNET), PORN MOVIES, PORN MAGAZINES, OTHER PORN

HAS ANYTHING LIKE THIS HAPPENED TO YOU BEFORE?

QUESTIONS FROM THE JUDGE – SPECIAL FOR ICELANDIC CIRCUMSTANCES

CLOSURE:

Is there anything more you want to tell me?

What would you do if anything like this happened again (tell someone...)

Thank the child for coming…

Based on Poole, D.A, & Lamb, M.E. (1998). Investigative interviews of children: A guide for helping professionals. Washington, DC: American Psychological Association

