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Including Children: a child rights approach to child well-being

Eurochild’s 5th Annual Conference 

co-organised by Family, Child & Youth Association, Hungary

5th-7th November 2008

Danubius Hotel Flamenco, Budapest, Hungary

PROGRAMME

Please note that the programme may be subject to change as some speakers have still to confirm their participation 

Wednesday 5th November

18.00 – 20.00 Welcome reception and informal meeting for Eurochild members 

Thursday 6th November

9.00 

Registrations

10.00 – 11.00 Opening Session

· Welcome Address, Catriona Williams, Eurochild President

· Address by Mr Peter Kiss, Cabinet Minister, Hungarian Prime Minister’s Office 

· Address by Commissioner Vladimir Špidla, DG Employment, Social Affairs and Equal Opportunities: the interaction between the EU social inclusion process and the EU Strategy on the Rights of the Child in combating child poverty and promoting social inclusion of children and young people (provisional)
11.00 – 11.30 Coffee break / Press conference

11.30 – 13.00 The EU Social Inclusion Process 

Key note speakers

· Jérôme Vignon, Director, Social Protection and Integration Directorate, DG Employment, Social Affairs and Equal Opportunities: the importance of addressing child poverty and the extent to which the information now available from the 2007 thematic year on child poverty is influencing the new 2008-2010 NAPs/Inclusion (provisional)
· Dr. Erzsebet Kovarik, Undersecretary of State for the Hungarian Ministry of Social Affairs and Labor, Coordinator of the National Child Well-being Programme, presenting the Hungarian strategy ‘Making Things Better for Children’ 

NGO response

· Jillian Van Turnhout, Chief Executive, Children’s Rights Alliance Ireland and Vice President of the European Economic and Social Committee 

· Ninetta Kazantzis, President, Pan Cyprian Coordinating Committee for the Protection and Welfare of Children 

13.00 – 14.30 Lunch break

14.30 – 17.00 Thematic workshops

In the context of the new social realities facing citizens of the EU, the workshops will focus on how we ensure the rights of children drive the agenda to combat child poverty and social exclusion. What distinguishes a child rights approach and why is it likely to result in a better childhood for children, as well as better prospects for their future? 

Three workshops will explore the implications for Member States in the following policy areas:
· Early years services

· Family and parenting support

· Education and life-long learning

17.00 – 18.00 Workshops feedback

Presentations followed by discussion

19.00 – Buffet in the hotel

Friday 7th November

9.00 – 11.00 Panel interventions

Interventions will focus on the impact of the EU policy process on national and regional policies to combat child poverty and exclusion and the extent to which a child rights approach has informed the development of social inclusion policies in relation to children and young people

· Lisa Myers, NGO Action Group on CRC: Sharing NGO experience in reporting to the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child 
· Hugh Frazer, Independent Expert and Jana Hainsworth, Secretary General Eurochild: An analysis of the 2008-2010 NAPs/Inclusion: Are there clear aspirations and realistic targets for combating child poverty and exclusion? To what extent do the plans reflect a child rights approach?

· Muriel Rabau, General Advisor, Social Security, Belgium; member of the SPC: how the EU process has impacted on the child poverty agenda in Belgium 
· Riitta Sarkela, Finnish Federation of Social Welfare and Health : how the EU process has impacted on the child poverty agenda in Finland 

· Tricia Griffiths, Department of Work and Pensions, UK: how the EU process has impacted on the child poverty agenda in the UK
11.00 – 11.30 Coffee Break

11.30 – 13.00 Interactive Session

· Children and young people from EU countries address their questions to the Panel

· Discussion

13.00 – 14.30 Lunch break

14.30 – 16.00 The Travel of Iska 

A film presenting today’s reality of children experiencing poverty and exclusion in a world fit for adults

16.00 – 17.00 Closing plenary

· Address by a Minister from the Czech Republic 

· Address by Ms Erika Szucs, Hungarian Minister of Social Affairs and Labour 

· Closing remarks: 

          Maria Herczog, Director, Family, Child & Youth Association

          Catriona Williams, Eurochild President

19.00 – 21.00 Reception in Hungarian Parliament, opened by the Parliamentary Commissioner for Civil Rights, Dr. Maté Szabó, and Ms Magda Kósáné Kováks, MEP
Saturday 8th November

10.00

Sightseeing tour  

Project visits (upon request)
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