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Working Group for Co-operation on Children at Risk (WGCC)

Terms of Reference

1. Background

Children at risk are a priority in the co-operation between the member states of the CBSS.

This co-operation was initiated in 1998 through a decision taken by the CBSS Heads of Government at their meeting in Riga. Later the importance of the issue was underlined in a following summit meeting and by several CBSS Councils.


The meeting in Stockholm on October 31, 2001 with politicians and senior officials from ministries responsible for child matters, decided:

- to establish a standing working group with senior officials from ministries responsible for child matters for co-operation on children at risk (WGCC) within the CBSS structure.

- that the co-operation should continue to be assisted by the IT-network (the Child Centre).

- to establish a secretariat from January 2002 for the support of the co-operation on children as a part of the CBSS secretariat.

- that the task of the secretariat should be to administer the co-ordination of the IT co-operation (the Child Centre) and other issues related to the co-operation in the Baltic Sea Region.

· to prepare a paper on priorities using inter alia the priority paper established during the preparatory phase of the project for the future co-operation to be adopted by ministers by written procedure before the end of 2002.

2. The WGCC shall:


- Identify, support and implement co-operation with states and organisations in the region, and, when appropriate, outside the region.

- After consultation with the CBSS secretariat, take the final decisions with regard to the recruitment of an advisor.

· Provide guidance and control of its advisor in the CBSS secretariat with respect to the management of the IT network and to other issues concerning children at risk.

- Manage and procure resources for the co-operation.

- Decide on budgetary matters.

3. The WGCC has established the following procedures:

- The Group will elect a chairperson and a vice-chairperson on a rotational basis for a period of one year.
- It will develop yearly plans of action and will establish responsibilities and schedules for specific items. 

- Decisions in the WGCC should be taken unanimously among the states that contribute financially to the co-operation.
- It will prepare a yearly report. This report will be submitted to the ministers responsible for child matters and to the CBSS. The Group will submit additional reports as necessary.

- The country hosting a WGCC meeting will assist in organising it. Participants will, in principle, carry expenses relating to travel and accommodation.

